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The following is a brief summary of theThoughtful Education Summary Report for Hardin County Schools (attached).  The report was prepared by Joyce Jackson who worked as a Thoughtful Ed coach and trainer in Hardin County Schools during the 2006-07, 2007-08 and 2008-09 school years.

All elementary schools within the district began Thoughtful Education during the 2006-07 year.  During the 2007-08 school year, training and coaching continued with the elementary schools and was also added at the middle level.  Due to budget cuts, the 2008-09 year was devoted to coaching at both the elementary and middle level.

The focus of Thoughtful Education is around the framework of research based strategies and tools that work in classroom instruction that result in active, in-depth learning.  In addition, hidden skills of academic literacy serve as a foundation to this work.  Teachers involved in thoughtful education gain knowledge of the four types of learning styles and methods for differentiating instruction and assessment based upon students’ styles and diverse needs.  Professional learning communities provide support to teachers as they participate in on-going professional dialogue, reflection, and regular analysis of student work as a primary vehicle for growth.

The challenge with any initiative is maintaining and sustaining the momentum.  The growth that has emerged over the past three years needs to continue to develop as we strive to move to a higher level and quality of implementation. In our very first training we discussed the role and importance of making our good better, and our better best.  This goal becomes a reality as we see teachers talking to teachers about teaching, and results of student achievement toward proficiency and beyond as evidenced in student work.   

