Arts and Humanities Notes

June 8th, 10:00 am

MEETING NOTES

PRESENT:  GREG HASH, CLARA FULKERSON, DARRELL PARKS, DANNY MARTIN, DAVID COFFING, MOLLY HAZLE

1. Report from Clara Fulkerson and Jolene Reynolds:  Arts and Humanities resources that were sent to Clara have been saved to a CD that Jolene has used to create a new webpage for the Instructional Program.  Jolene will now send the documents to Bruce England to be converted for posting to the Nelson County Schools web page.

2. Danny Martin (BMS) reported that Yvette Martin (FH) attended the Arts Academy for Drama and Dance in Anderson County this summer.  Phil Shepherd, longtime Arts and Humanities Consultant for the Kentucky Department of Education, has retired and it appears that his position may not be filled.

3. Danny also shared a book that could be used as a resource:  Literacy and the Arts for the Integrated Classroom; Alternative Ways of Knowing by Nancy Lee Cecil and Phyllis Lauritzen.  Greg Hash authorized purchase of five of these books.  

4. Greg shared notes from Ken Draut regarding implications of Senate Bill 1 for school districts and school councils.  Of special significance is the following:

a. Responsibilities of the school district: include conducting annual program reviews in arts and humanities, practical living/career studies and writing portfolios.

b. Responsibilities of school-based decisions making councils include:

i. Analyze findings and determine how to address recommendations for improvement annually.

ii. Adopt policies that determine local writing programs and submit them to the Kentucky Department of Education for review and comments. The program shall incorporate a variety of language resources, technological tools and multiple opportunities for students to develop complex communication skills for a variety of purposes.  The school’s policy shall address the use of the portfolio for determining student performance in communications; grading procedures and feedback regarding writing and communication; responsibility for review of the portfolios and feedback to students; and other policies to improve the quality of individual student skills in wiring and communication.

iii. Include portfolios (samples of individual student work that represent the interests and growth of the student writer over time) in the writing program review and audit.

c. SB1 specifically mandates that schools shall expect a high level of achievement of all students and develop their abilities to 

i. Apply core concepts and principles from mathematics, the sciences, the arts, the humanities, social studies, and practical living studies to situations they will encounter throughout their lives;

ii. Express their creative talents and interests in visual arts, music, dance and dramatic arts.

d. In summary, schools should continue Arts and Humanities, Practical Living, and Writing curricula plans toward the reinstatement of state assessment in these areas in 2011.

5. Discussion of plans for embedded PD provided by Arts certified teachers for teachers not certified specifically in the Arts.  

a. Darrell Parks expressed concern that, by providing this type of assistance, other schools in the district might decide to eliminate Related Arts positions.  As this concern has been expressed by other teachers in the district, Related Arts teachers should be assured that this is not the intention.  Some of the district schools have been operating without teachers certified specifically in the Arts for several years; the resource assistance requested at this time is meant to help supplement Arts Education in all schools.

b. The method of delivery of the embedded PD was also a concern raised by Molly Hazle.  After a discussion about alternative methods, the consensus among the group was that Clara will contact classroom teachers and inform them that the Arts certified teachers will be available as a resource and help with ideas and resources for implementation of Arts instruction.  The method of delivery of the resource provided by the Arts certified teachers will be decided between the teachers involved.

c. Another point to be decided between the classroom teachers, school principal, and Arts certified teacher is the time for delivery of embedded PD.  Suggestions included teacher planning time and/or faculty meetings.

6. Darrell shared that the McMillan Music series last adopted includes a Teacher’s Resource Guide that can be a very valuable resource for classroom teachers to help implement Music instruction.

7. Consensus among the group to encourage more Arts performance opportunities for students in every school.

8. New Haven teachers have met to develop an Art implementation plan.  Greg suggested that Boston and Bloomfield Middle develop such plans, also.

9. Request from Arts teachers present that once a quarter a meeting of Arts and Humanities teachers across the district be conducted during a Wednesday afternoon faculty meeting time.

10. Danny reminded Clara about the Student Handbook for Arts and Humanities for Middle School students by Kate Larken.  New Haven School has copies of this Handbook.  Clara will send ordering information to the principals of the other middle schools.  Greg authorized purchase of five of these books.

11. Next meeting date:  July 27, 3:00 p.m.  Agenda items include review of new website and continued discussion about Arts certified teachers providing resource information and embedded PD.
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