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The following is a summary of two reports (attached) that present the results of Hardin County Schools’ March 2009 ACT for Kentucky Grade 11 State Testing: the ACT Profile Report (district and individual school reports) and the ACT College Readiness Standards Reports (district report only).

The ACT Profile Report for Kentucky Grade 11 State Testing is similar in content to the 2009 graduating class ACT Profile Report mailed to high schools each summer as part of national reporting.  However, there are several important differences.

· First, unlike the national report, the current report reflects the results of Hardin County Schools March 2009 Grade 11 ACT State Testing, and not the results of the Hardin County Schools ACT-tested 2009 graduates.

· Second, this report contains results for only students with valid ACT Composite scores; incomplete or non-tested student test results are not included.

· Third, this report also includes students who tested under non-standard time conditions (including students who tested with ACT-Approved and State-Allowed accommodations), while the national report contains the results of only students who took the test under standard time conditions.


These same reporting criteria also apply to the College Readiness Standards Reports.  Included in these reports is statewide reference data.  This statewide comparison group represents state test results for all grade 11 students tested in March 2009 and March 2008.

The full reports are provided for review and analysis.  A summary of the reports follows:

In 2009, 980 Hardin County School students were tested, as compared with 43,511 that were tested statewide.  The average ACT scores for each subject area, as well as composite scores, are listed below for both the district and the state:

English

District
State

2008

17.6

17.3

2009

17.2

17.3

Mathematics

District
State

2008

18.6

18.1

2009

18.3

18.2

Reading

District
State

2008

18.8

18.5

2009

18.2

18.4

Science

District
State

2008

18.9

18.7

2009

18.4

18.5

Composite

District
State

2008

18.6

18.3

2009

18.2

18.2

The ACT reports College Readiness Benchmark Scores.  A benchmark score is the minimum score needed on an ACT subject-area test to indicate a 50% chance of obtaining a “C” or higher in the corresponding credit-bearing college courses, which include English Composition, Algebra, Social Science and Biology.  These scores were empirically derived based on the actual performance of students in college.  The College Readiness Benchmark Scores are:

	College Course/Course Area
	ACT Test
	Benchmark Score

	English Composition
	English
	18

	Algebra
	Mathematics
	22

	Social Sciences
	Reading
	21

	Biology
	Science
	24


The percentage of students meeting these benchmarks for both Hardin County Schools and the state are represented below:

English

District
State

2008

48%

46%

2009

45%

46%

Mathematics

District
State

2008

22%

20%

2009

22%

21%

Reading

District
State

2008

34%

33%

2009

29%

30%

Science

District
State

2008

15%

15%

2009

15%

16%

Meeting All Four (percentage of students meeting all four ACT benchmarks

District
State

2008

10%

10%

2009

10%

11%

Efforts to increase Hardin County students’ readiness for college-level coursework have yielded several new programs and initiatives.  A sampling of these programs and initiatives include the following:


· HCS is working closely with secondary institutions to ensure college readiness.  An example is a new collaboration with Western Kentucky University to offer math placement examinations for all HCS seniors twice during the school year.  The data collected from these tests will be disaggregated, will focus on areas that need improvement, and will only be shared with the district.

· Vertical planning sessions are planned between elementary and middle schools, as well as between middle schools and high schools, to examine the transition of coursework between schools.

· Horizontal planning sessions are planned within district schools to establish pacing guides, beginning with Algebra I.

· A new diagnostic software program is now being used to quickly and accurately target students for interventions.

· The roll-out of the Kentucky Systems of Interventions (KSI) is taking place this year across the district.  This system will provide timely interventions to all students with deficiencies in skill sets.

