Emergency Application

Nontraditional Instruction Program

Temporary EMERGENCY Application for 2019-2020 School Year

March 2020

Please accept this submission of our district’s “Temporary EMERGENCY Application” to
participate in the Non-Traditional Instruction (NTI) Program for the balance of the
2019-2020 school year. By submitting this application, the district understands and agrees to
the following:

1) The district also is making a request to waive 701 KAR 5:150 Section 2(1)(d)(e)(h),
Section 2(3), Section 3, Section 6.

2) The district is assuring that the use of one or more NTI Days under this plan only will be
utilized to address public health concerns and any decision to utilize NTI days will be
made in consultation with the local health department.

3) The district understands that it remains subject to compliance with all other sections of
701 KAR 5:150 that are not part of this waiver request.

4) This application and waiver request, if approved, are only valid for the balance of the
2019-2020 school year and expire on June 30, 2020.

5) If the district wishes to continue use of the NTI Program in 2020-2021, it must complete
the Initial Application for NTI and submit it by the deadline as described in 701 KAR
5:150 (3).

KRS 158.070(9):

Notwithstanding any other statute, each school term shall include no less than the equivalent of
the student instructional year in subsection (1)(d) of this section, except that the commissioner
of education may grant up to the equivalent of ten (10) student attendance days for school
districts that have an alternative instruction plan approved by the commissioner of education for
the use of alternative methods of instruction, including virtual learning, on days when the school
district is closed for health or safety reasons, on nontraditional days, or on nontraditional time.
The district's plan shall demonstrate how teaching and learning in the district will not be
negatively impacted. Average daily attendance for purposes of Support Education Excellence in
Kentucky program funding during the student attendance days granted shall be calculated in
compliance with administrative regulations promulgated by the Kentucky Board of Education.
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Please address the following completely, providing detail and data as appropriate and available.

Instruction

1. How will the district deliver instruction on nontraditional instruction days?
e [fthe method is digitally-based, is there a specific learning management system
(e.g. Edmodo, Blackboard, etc.) that the district will use? What other
applications and tools will be implemented?
e If the method is not digitally-based, please describe the instructional process.

Spencer County Schools believe that all students are entitled to a personalized learning experience.
As a result we have access to a variety of modalities to meet the individual needs of students.
Elementary schools will use the on-line component of the Engage NY / Eureka math program to
continue the instructional process. Some of our classrooms currently utilize the SUMMIT learning
platform as well. SUMMIT is a self paced Internet based curriculum that powers both teaching and
learning. Students who use this program will be able to continue their instruction at home. The
elementary schools will also utilize Lexia, Dreambox and IXL to support the instruction in reading
and math. Daily direction and guidance will be posted on-line for access by both parents and
students. Primary students and those without Internet will be provided daily instructional packets that
both continue and support the learning process.

Students at the middle school level will also have access to instruction in a variety of ways. Many of
the teachers already utilize Google Classroom to provide instructional resources and feedback to
students. This will continue to be the primary means of teacher/student interaction during the NTI
days. Middle school students will also receive daily packets that include paper/pencil assignments.
The district has access to a variety of supplemental programs that either provide direct instruction or
reinforce the learning process. These include but are not limited to Reading Plus and the ALEKS

2. How will the district account for all students’ access to online resources and/or equitable
instructional materials for those students who do not have access to the internet and/or devices
and for students who may need to access information differently?

Students that do not have a computer at home will be allowed to check one out from the district.
Students will be made aware of the various hot spot connections available throughout the
community. Spencer County School district also has a learning bus that serves as a mobile wireless
hot-spot location. On communicated days and times this mobile learning center will be parked at
various locations in the county to give students connectivity. The district Internet can also be
accessed from all school parking lots if students so desire. School computer labs will be kept open
for those who would like to utilize that opportunity. Social distancing will be practiced for those who
choose to use the district facilities.

Even with this concentrated effort to utilize on-line learning we realize that some students will not be
able to access learning through a mobile device. As a result, hard copies of the various lessons and
platforms as well as additional instructional resources will be provided to students. These lessons
will be sent home, made available for pick up at the school, mailed, or delivered to households.

On NTI days, both the general education and ECE teacher will be accessible to students by phone,
email, or on-line for questions and assistance. ECE teachers will provide accommodations,
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3. What will the district do to ensure a continuation of learning from regular student attendance
days will occur on nontraditional instruction days?

Teachers will be available in the buildings on NTI days. This will allow students and parents the
opportunity to call or email with questions regarding assignments and projects. Many teachers already
utilize a learning platform such as Google classroom to provide various components of instruction.
Students will be able to interact and receive feedback from teachers in this manner. Many teachers
are also planning to post videos of themselves or use Facebook live to introduce specific aspects of
the lesson. Parents and students will be able to readily access this information. This will ensure that
there is a continuation of the learning process. If the situation dictates that staff are allowed to work
from home they will still be able to provide feedback from home utilizing these same on-line options.
In preparation of such an occurrence schools are setting up rotational schedules where minimum
numbers of staff will still be available in the school each day for support. Doing so will provide the
continuation of learning while taking into consideration the recommended social distancing.

Documentation

4. How will information on student participation be gathered on nontraditional instruction days?

All on-line platforms utilized during the NTI days contain a progress monitoring component. Teachers
will utilize this to ensure that students are progressing at a predetermined acceptable rate. Those

students completing paper/pencil assignments will turn in their completed work within three days of the
return to school. Completion or progress toward a specific goal will indicate the continuation of

learning that is required. Teachers will grade appropriate material and enter this information into
Infinite Campus.

5. How will information on staff participation be gathered on nontraditional instruction days?

These emergency NTI days will be different than those approved in the past. Weather concerns such
as road conditions, etc. will not be a factor. Therefore, all staff will be required to be in attendance at
their work location during these days. Hopefully, the situation will not get to the point where it is in the
best interest of staff to work from home. However, if it does a majority of staff have the capability to
interact with students through on-line platforms. The will simply be an extension of our original plan.
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We certify that this application was reviewed and approved by |Spencer County |

the Board of Education at a regular meeting of the board on |3 /16/20 | [School District]
[Date]
Superintendent Date
Local Board of Education Chair Date

Completed applications should be submitted to Steven Kissinger via email at steven.kissinger@education.ky.gov.

If you have any questions, please contact David Cook via email at david.cook@education.ky.gov.
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	Continuation of Learning: Teachers will be available in the buildings on NTI days.  This will allow students and parents the opportunity to call or email with questions regarding assignments and projects.  Many teachers already utilize a learning platform such as Google classroom to provide various components of instruction.  Students will be able to interact and receive feedback from teachers in this manner.  Many teachers are also planning to post videos of themselves or use Facebook live to introduce specific aspects of the lesson. Parents and students will be able to readily access this information. This will ensure that there is a continuation of the learning process.  If the situation dictates that staff are allowed to work from home they will still be able to provide feedback from home utilizing these same on-line options.  In preparation of such an occurrence schools are setting up rotational schedules where minimum numbers of staff will still be available in the school each day for support.  Doing so will provide the continuation of learning while taking into consideration the recommended social distancing. 
	Student Participation: All on-line platforms utilized during the NTI days contain a progress monitoring component.  Teachers will utilize this to ensure that students are progressing at a predetermined acceptable rate. Those students completing paper/pencil assignments will turn in their completed work within three days of the return to school.  Completion or progress toward a specific goal will indicate the continuation of learning that is required. Teachers will grade appropriate material and enter this information into Infinite Campus.
	Staff Participation: These emergency NTI days will be different than those approved in the past.  Weather concerns such as road conditions, etc. will not be a factor.  Therefore, all staff will be required to be in attendance at their work location during these days.   Hopefully, the situation will not get to the point where it is in the best interest of staff to work from home.  However, if it does a majority of staff have the capability to interact with students through on-line platforms. The will simply be an extension of our original plan.
	Date: 
	School District: Spencer County
	Date of Meeting: 3/16/20
	Access to online resources: Students that do not have a computer at home will be allowed to check one out from the district.  Students will be made aware of the various hot spot connections available throughout the community.  Spencer County School district also has a learning bus that serves as a mobile wireless hot-spot location. On communicated days and times this mobile learning center will be parked at various locations in the county to give students connectivity.   The district Internet can also be accessed from all school parking lots if students so desire.  School computer labs will be kept open for those who would like to utilize that opportunity.  Social distancing will be practiced for those who choose to use the district facilities.

Even with this concentrated effort to utilize on-line learning we realize that some students will not be able to access learning through a mobile device.  As a result, hard copies of the various lessons and platforms as well as additional instructional resources will be provided to students. These lessons will be sent home,  made available for pick up at the school, mailed, or delivered to households.

On NTI days, both the general education and ECE teacher will be accessible to students by phone, email, or on-line for questions and assistance.  ECE teachers will provide accommodations, modifications, and/or Specially Designed Instruction (SDI) as needed during this time.  This will vary  from student to student based upon their IEP.  Students with IEPs will be given work they can complete at home independently or be provided assistance during the NTI day like all other students. The ECE teacher will document that they have touched base with each student either by phone, email, or other Internet/media.

As part of our Instruction to students on Non-Traditional Instruction days, Spencer County Schools assure that, to the greatest extent possible, each student will be provided the special education and related services identified in the student’s IEP developed under IDEA.  The district further assures that if a student does not receive IEP services, the Admissions and Release Committee (ARC) shall make an individual determination to decide whether the student requires compensatory education to provide services that were not provided in accordance with the IEP.  The ARC may meet by teleconference or other means.
	Describe instructional process: Spencer County Schools believe that all students are entitled to a personalized learning experience.  As a result we have access to a variety of modalities to meet the individual needs of students.   Elementary schools will use the on-line component of  the Engage NY / Eureka math program to continue the instructional process.  Some of our classrooms currently utilize the SUMMIT learning platform as well.   SUMMIT is a self paced Internet based curriculum that powers both teaching and learning.  Students who use this program will be able to continue their instruction at home.  The elementary schools will also utilize Lexia, Dreambox and IXL to support the instruction in reading and math.  Daily direction and guidance will be posted on-line for access by both parents and students. Primary students and those without Internet will be provided daily instructional packets that both continue and support the learning process.

Students at the middle school level will also have access to instruction in a variety of ways.  Many of the teachers already utilize Google Classroom to provide instructional resources and feedback to students.  This will continue to be the primary means of teacher/student interaction during the NTI days.  Middle school students will also receive daily packets that include paper/pencil assignments.  The district has access to a variety of supplemental programs that either provide direct instruction or reinforce the learning process.  These include but are not limited to Reading Plus and the ALEKS math program. Completion of specific modules in these platforms will be expected.

Instruction at the high school level will vary somewhat based on the academic and career path of the student.  However, as is the case in other grade levels it will include a variety of instructional modalities.  In some classes, including the alternative school, Edgenuity (an Online Curriculum) is the sole bases for instruction.  Students utilizing this tool will be able to continue with instruction from home as usual.  Other teachers are modifying the curriculum within this program to deliver specific aspects of their content during the NTI days.   Many teachers also utilize Google classroom or Schoology to provide a blended instructional solution to kids.  They will continue to interact and provide assignments, resources, and feedback in this manner.  Students will also be provided learning packets that include grade level and content specific assignments.  


 



















































