JAMES T. ALTON MIDDLE SCHOOL

SITE BASED DECISION MAKING COUNCIL MEETING

September 13, 2005

The James T. Alton Middle School Site Based Decision-Making Council was called to order at 4:03 PM.  Nicole Kenline served as the Facilitator; Anthony McCormick was the Resource Person.  Those present were Jama P. Bennett, Mary Lou Emerine, Nicole Kenline, Dianne Johnson, and Anthony McCormick.  Roger Biggs was absent.  

#05-0029 – Nicole Kenline made the motion to accept the minutes from the August 9th, 2005 meeting as corrected and presented to council, seconded by Mary Lou Emerine.

VOTE:  Consensus/Unanimous

Visitors were welcomed to the meeting.        

COMMENTS ON THE AGENDA – None

COMMITTEE REPORTS – None  

OLD BUSINESS – An accident report for the past month was sent home to council members prior to the meeting for their review.  Ms. Bennett asked if there were any questions council had on the student accident summary.  There were none.

Ms. Bennett shared with council members JT Alton did not receive any parent calls requesting a transfer of schools in connection with NCLB.  There were parent phone calls in support of JT Alton.

Ms. Bennett informed council the HCS logo is on all football uniforms.  Ms. Cornelius is working on having the logo placed on all cheerleader body suits free of charge.

Ms. Bennett communicated to council some of the PE initiatives teachers are implementing.  These activities include walking after lunch, dancing and organized activities.   

Ms. Bennett discussed with council members concerns involving random drug testing at the middle school level.  Members agree testing should be on a volunteer basis.  Council concerns include how random selections are conducted as information shared indicates the same students being selected several times a year.

Ms. Greenwood presented council members with handouts and shared CTBS results and analysis for 2004-05.   Overall JT Alton scores are at or above district and national levels.

NEW BUSINESS – Ms. Bennett informed council members CATS test results would be release this Thursday.  More news will be forthcoming.  Parent members will be notified via phone with the results.  

Ms. Bennett discussed with council members Schools to Watch Program.  Applications are to be submitted for consideration.  Several teachers are preparing the application.  Council approves of the application being submitted.  The application will be over fall break.  Council will be notified for review of application and signature before being mailed.

Ms. Bennett informed council members that 4 out of 6 teams are using STI home as a piloted program where parents can view their child’s grades and attendance from the Internet.  A sample letter was shared.

Ms. Baptiste presented to council members an overview from a handout of a MAP, a new computer based program to measure student’s academic progress.  This program will be used as a diagnostic tool for a comprehensive test targeting the NCLB that measures student strengths and weaknesses

Ms. Richardson shared with council the proposed Title I budget for school year 2006.

#05–0030- Mary Lou Emerine made the motion to approve the Title I Budget as presented to council, seconded by Dianne Johnson.

VOTE:  Consensus/Unanimous

Ms. Bennett shared with council members School Improvement Monies is being utilized by purchasing Scholastic Reading Inventory and Think Link software to assist students.

Ms. Bennett informed council members that the superintendent requested all schools implement a Crisis Simulation.  A school safety plan has been in place and the simulation drills were implemented and performed by students and faculty on September 13th.  These drills will be revisited biannually.  Ms. Bennett also communicated to council that a proposal is being written to the Vine Grove Optimist Club for the purchase of walkie-talkies and a case of water to be placed in every classroom.  

Ms. Bennett asked council members if they wanted a motion to go over the allotted time to continue with the agenda item of Policy Review or move the item to November’s meeting.

#05-0031- Nicole Kenline made the motion to move the Policy Review to the November SBDM meeting, seconded by Anthony McCormick.

VOTE:  Consensus/Unanimous

PERSONNEL – None

The next Site Based Council meeting is scheduled for Tuesday November 8th, 2005 at 4PM.  Roger Biggs will serve as Facilitator; Dianne Johnson will serve as Resource Person.

#05-0028 – Dianne Johnson made the motion to adjourn, seconded by Anthony McCormick.

VOTE:  Consensus/Unanimous

______________________________                                   ____________________________     

Jama P. Bennett, Principal                                                     Nicole Kenline, Facilitator

