Application of Waiver of Administrative Regulations

Kentucky Board of Education

School District: |Bell County School District

As superintendent of the named school district, I am requesting a waiver under KRS
156.160(2)(a) of certain specific Kentucky Administrative Regulation(s) promulgated by the
Kentucky Board of Education. The waiver(s) is requested in order to remove barriers that exist to
implementing certain strategies in our district designed to improve learning.

These waiver requests were reviewed and approved at a meeting of my district’s Board of
Education on: December 17, 2019

The approval is contained in the board minutes that are available for review at the district’s
central office. The original copy of this request is also available at the district’s central office.

Superintendent Signature Print Name of Primary Point of Contact
Yvonne Gilliam oo s s o monme Sman Courtney Howard

Today’s Date Point of Contact Phone and E-mail
01/07/2020 606-337-7051 ext 113 or courtney.joseph

Waivers are requested for the following Kentucky Administrative Regulations. Please note: The
Kentucky Board of Education can only review requests for waiver under the following
“Titles” of the Kentucky Administrative regulations: 701, 702, 703, 704, 705, 707. You
cannot request a waiver for any regulation that relates to: health and safety; civil rights;
federal law; and regulations related to state assessment and accountability. You may access
the regulations at the Kentucky Administrative Regulations web page.

Please include the numerical reference and description of the regulation:

1. |701 KAR 8:020 Section 3 (a)1 Standards of Authorizer Performance Generally



http://www.lrc.ky.gov/kar/titles.htm

Please describe the justification for your waiver request. Include the specific language that you
wish to have relief from and your expected outcome(s). Also include your plan to measure the
effectiveness of the initiative you propose. Please reference the administrative regulation in your
response and complete a separate text box for each regulation for which you are requesting a
waiver. Add additional text boxes or pages as needed.

The Bell County School District is located in a rural part of Southeastern
Kentucky. There has been no individual or group who has voiced interest
relative to forming a charter school. The Board voted unanimously (5-0), Board
order number 4a, to request a waiver to the 12 charter school training hours as
provided in 701 KAR 8:020 Section 3 (a) 1. Our county has experienced a
significant decline in population due to the coal industry leaving our area. The
Bell County School District has lost 573 students in the last fifteen years. There
are three school districts in our county struggling to survive in the midst of
declining enrollment. Any talk of creating a charter school would not get off the
ground in this environment. The strongest factor in the lack of interest in a
charter school in our county is that the Bell County School District ranked 44th
from the top among the 173 school districts in the last state academic rankings.
Our facilities are second to none in the state, our athletic programs are among
the best in the state, our student support services are perhaps the best in the
state. The parents in our area have no need to seek alternative educational
services. Our district desperately tries to meet the needs of every child. Thank
you for your consideration of our application of waiver.

Sincerely,
Yvonne Gilliam, Superintendent
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