This is a decision paper.

TO:

HARDIN COUNTY BOARD OF EDUCATION

FROM:
Nannette Johnston, superintendent
DATE:
July, 2009
SUBJECT:
Disclosure of Free and Reduced Price Eligibility Status

ISSUE:
This is a request for the board to approve the adoption of a policy to disclose eligibility status regarding individual students.

FACTS:
If the district so decides, it may disclose free and reduced price status of individual students but only to a limited set of persons. That "set" consists of those persons directly connected with the administration or enforcement of a Federal education program; a State health or education program administered by a State or local education agency; a Federal, State or local means-tested nutrition program with eligibility standards comparable to the National School Lunch Program; and a third party contractor assisting in verification of eligibility efforts. These persons may include assessment coordinators, guidance counselors, instructional supervisors, building administrators, directors of pupil personnel, special education program administrators, etc. Does the set of persons include every certified and classified employee in the district? It does not and must not. 

If the district decides that it will disclose status regarding individual students, it should then adopt a policy to that effect. That policy should include:

a. The "set" of persons (we recommend position titles, not names) to whom the information will be disclosed; b. How the information will be disclosed, both process and format; 

c. Adopt and enter into a written agreement with the person in each of the positions that are to be granted access; an agreement that stipulates what information they have access to, the duration of the access, the limitations on the use of the information, that access cannot be transferred to other staff and the penalties for both unauthorized use and disclosure of the information; and d. A provision for annual review of the policy and the "set" of persons to whom disclosure is made.

RECOMMENDATION:  
Recommend we adopt the “Disclosure of Free and Reduced Price Eligibility Status” policy.

RECOMMENDED MOTION:  
I move that we adopt the “Disclosure of Free and Reduced Price Eligibility Status” policy.
