M E M O R A N D U M
TO:

RANDY POE, SUPERINTENDENT


            KAREN BYRD, CHAIRPERSON



BOARD MEMBERS

FROM:          KATHLEEN G. REUTMAN

DATE:
NOVEMBER 5, 2019
RE:               SPEAKING ENGAGEMENT AGREEMENT BY AND BETWEEN EMMA BENOIT AND THE BOONE COUNTY SCHOOLS
                       Our 3rd Annual Youth Mental Health Summit will be held on February 28 and 29, 2020. This year we will host three nationally known speakers. Emma Benoit will close our Summit on February 29th.

                      On June 7, 2017 Emma Benoit decided her life wasn’t worth living anymore. It was the summer before her senior year of high school and on the outside her life looked perfect. She was a stunning varsity cheerleader with a supportive family and lots of friends, but on the inside she was filled with darkness, depression and anxiety, and had never told a soul about it. A series of miracles saved her life, but a self-inflicted gunshot wound resulted in a spinal cord injury that left her paralyzed. Although extremely tragic, the incident helped her find God and propelled her on a mission to use her painful experience and amazing ongoing recovery to help others find hope while shining more light on the suicide epidemic that is taking so many lives. 
                    Emma’s upcoming documentary MYASCENSION, will feature her inspiring story and is part of a movement to help reduce the suicide epidemic.                  
I have attached the Speaker Engagement Agreement for your review and approval. 

I recommend the board approve the Speaking Engagement Agreement, as presented.
