
Gap Closure:  Addressing the Whole Child
What is  Owen County Schools  doing to improve s tudent succes s?



About Owen County
Our District
● The s tudent population is  approximately 1,910 s tudents  PreK-12.
● Demographics :

○ His panic:  5% Black or African American:  0.3% American Indian or Alas ka Native:  0.1%
○ White:  93% As ian:  0.3% Two or More Races :  1.3%

● We employ approx. 260 people (including certified s taff, paraprofes s ionals , and profes s ional/ adminis trative s upport 
pers onnel).

Our Schools
• Three Schools

○ Owen County Elementary School (PreK-4)
○ Maurice Bowling Middle School (5-8)
○ Owen County High School (9-12)

● Over the las t s ix years , Owen County Schools  have worked on s trengthening the ins tructional programming and meeting the 
s ocial and emotional needs  of all s tudents  in the dis trict.  There has  been a focus  on the development of s ys tems  and 
proces s es , data  analys is , and us e of evidence-bas ed s tudent engagement s trategies  to meet the academic and non-
academic needs  of our s tudents .



Vision and Mission

Vision
• Owen County students/staff will:

Res pect Others
Experience Learning
Build Relations hips
Expect Excellence
Lead
Seek Opportunities

Mission
• Our mis s ion at Owen County Schools  is  to provide 

opportunities  and res ources  where all s tudents  will develop 
pers everance and a pas s ion for life-long learning in a  s afe 
and s upportive educational environment.



Owen County 
Elementary School



Classroom Structure

Structures
• Our clas s rooms  are s tructured with 

expectations  of s ucces s  for each s tudent. 
We expect organized, res pectful 
clas s rooms  that are rich in literature, 
immers ed in mathematics  and 
technology. 



Home-to-School Connection

Communicating and Building Relationships
• We s trive to keep communication frequent between 

home and s chool. Through these close 
rela tionships , we invite s tudents  to share their 
succes ses  with their families  and friends . When 
neces sary, we communicate with the after-s chool 
program to extend their learning. We are grateful to 
have an after- s chool program with teachers  who 
support our s tudents .  We also apprecia te the s taff 
through Family Resource and 21s t Century who 
engage with our s tudents , their families , and 
community through our Summer Outreach Program.



Going the Distance

Student Engagement
• Every succes s  we s ee inspires  us  to greater heights  of 

dedication and inventivenes s . Our team’s  reading teachers  
s tudy Whole Brain Learning engagements  as  well as  the 
reading and writing workshop models . 



Productive Professional Learning Communities

Using PLCs to Close the Gaps

• Clos ing gaps  is  hard work. We use formal and 
informal as ses sments  to change the path of our 
ins truction. We use Profes s ional Learning 
Communities  as  a  time to dis cus s  any changes  
needed. We use this  time to dis cus s  what is  going 
well or how we can support each other as  
collaborative teachers . 



Maurice Bowling 
Middle School



Getting to Know Our Students

Taking Inventory and Responding
• Culturally Respons ive Teaching 

Practices
• Res iliency Poll Pilot (Grades  6-12)
• Community Outreach



Active Implementation

Implementation Science
● There is  an evidence-based s cience to 

implementation that we try to follow.  
● It is  something that has  been integrated into our 

leadership development and implementation of our 
innovations .

Hexagon Tool (Need, Fit, Resources, Evidence, Readiness, and Capacity)  

● We use this  tool cons is tently to examine new 
innovations  being cons idered in the dis trict.



Focus, Alignment, and Continuous Improvement

Five Strategic Themes in Owen County Schools
1. Graduate Profile
2. Literacy and Numeracy
3. Socia l and Emotional Learning
4. Recruitment and Retention
5. Personalization
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