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TNTP’s latest report, The Opportunity Myth, examines the quality of students’
academic experiences in school—and its effect on their long-term success. 
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Understand students’ 
academic experiences

in schools 
nationwide

to advance 
student learning.
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How can state leaders lead the way toward making students' 
opportunities less myth and more reality?

THROUGHOUT TODAY'S DISCUSSION, CONSIDER...

Do you know how often students in your state have access to the 
four key academic resources we discuss?

Are there any of the four resources that schools in your state 
need to provide your students more access to?

If there are, how can you improve that area of your state’s 
practice?

What supports do your teachers, school leaders, and district 
leaders need to give students greater access to all four key 
resources?
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In most classrooms, students spent 
far too much time on content that 
was not appropriate for their grade.

In a single school year, the average 
student spends about 530 hours of 
the approximately 720 hours in their 
core classes on assignments that are 
not grade appropriate. 
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Teachers report spending 7 HOURS PER WEEK
developing or selecting instructional materials and 
reported CREATING OR FINDING 57% OF THEIR ASSIGNMENTS, 

but those assignments tend to be LOWER QUALITY
than those taken from any district or state 

provided curriculum.
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We can—and should—learn from these bright spots.
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A FEW FIELD-TESTED STRATEGIES

1
Collect data on your students’ goals and the quality of their 
daily experiences across your districts. Use our “Student 
Experience Assessment Guide” for ideas about how to start.

2
After you assess the current state of your students’ daily 
academic experiences, build a plan to address gaps that you 
see.  Use our Policymaker Action Guide to plan next steps.

3 Improve transparency with your parents and students about 
their progress towards mastering grade-level standards.

4 Set a concrete goal to increase the diversity of your 
workforce.
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TAKE THE FIRST STEP
Visit The Opportunity Myth online to get a 

personalized action guide with advice and tools 
you can use to help more students have 

worthwhile experiences in school.

OPPORTUNITYMYTH.TNTP.ORG/ACT-NOW


