Decision Paper

To:  Nelson County Board of Education

From:  Tom Dekle, District Grant Writer

CC:  Dr. Janice O. Lantz, Superintendent

Subject: COPS Secure Our Schools Grant

Date: May 19, 2009
Issue: The U.S. Department of Justice Office of Community Oriented Policing Services has issued a request for applications for “COPS Secure Our Schools” grants. This program provides funding for law enforcement agencies to assist with the development of school safety resources and provide improved security at schools and on school grounds. A similar grant last year helped fund expansion of the video surveillance system in Nelson County High School, installation of systems in Old Kentucky Home Middle School and Horizons Academy, and the upgrade of video monitoring systems in several school buses. The program is a 50 percent matching grant opportunity. The Sheriff’s Department has again asked Nelson County Schools to partner with them in a request to fund video systems in New Haven School, Boston School, Bloomfield Middle School and Bloomfield Elementary School and the central office facility. This request also includes construction of a security wall with doorway and electronic locking system in New Haven School. This request also includes upgraded video surveillance systems for 40 school buses. The total request for this grant is $170,596 including a 50 percent match from the Nelson County Board of Education. The board match for this grant is $85,298.

Recommendation:  

Approval for participation in a matching grant application by the Nelson County Sheriff’s office for purchase of in-school video systems for New Haven, Bloomfield Elementary, Bloomfield Middle School and Nelson County Central Offices, along with about 40 school buses. The application is for $170,596, including a 50 percent match of $85,298 by Nelson County Schools.

Motion:  Motion by __________ and second by _______ to approve participation in a 50 percent matching grant application to U.S. Department of Justice Office of Community Oriented Policing Services through the Nelson County Sheriff’s Office for in-school and in-bus video surveillance systems. The local match will be $85,298. 

