THIS IS A DECISION PAPER

TO:

Members of the Hardin County Board of Education

FROM:
Nannette Johnston, Superintendent 

DATE:

March 16, 2009

TOPIC:
Make up days for school calendar 2008-2009

DISCUSSION:

The Hardin County School district was forced to miss nine days of school because of inclement weather.  The district dismissed school for two days in December (Dec. 16 and 17) and missed an additional 4 days in January (Jan. 27-30), and three days in February (Feb. 2-4).   The district calendar had made provisions for six make-up days, using Feb. 13, March 6, and May 26-29 as make-up days.   With a correction to the calendar, May 19, which was a day originally scheduled to be off because of the Primary Election, was placed back into the calendar as a day of instruction because no Primary Election will be held on May 19, 2009.

As a result of HB 322 being passed, a school district may request to add a minimum of 30 minutes of instruction to the day to make-up time missed for inclement weather.  Under previous regulations, Hardin County Schools may request from the commissioner to take up to one day of banked time, based on a 365-minute day of instruction and requesting an alternative calendar of 176 days.  The Hardin County Board of Education may make a request to the Interim Commissioner of Education to utilize one “banked day” of instruction, and request, under the provisions of HB 322, to add 36 minutes to 10 days of instruction, to fulfill the requirement of having 176 days of instruction, the equivalency of 1062 hours, and would allow the Hardin County Board of Education the ability to set the last day of school for May 29, 2009.

RECOMMENDATION:

I recommend that the Hardin County Board of Education make a formal request to the Interim Commissioner of Education to utilize the provision of accepting one (1) banked day and adding thirty-six (36) minutes to ten (10) days of instruction for a total of two days, and amend the district school calendar to end on May 29, 2009, as the last day for students.

RECOMMENDED MOTION:

I move that the Hardin County Board of Education make a formal request to the Interim Commissioner of Education to utilize the provision of accepting one (1) banked day and adding thirty-six (36) minutes to ten (10) days of instruction for a total of two days, and amend the district school calendar to end on May 29, 2009, as the last day for students.

