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Registered sex offender opens cheerleading gym
on Outer Loop
Parents say they support the owner even though he's a registered
sex offender.
Wednesday, December 5th 2018, 4∶32 PM EST
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LOUISVILLE, Ky. (WDRB) -- A month after pleading guilty to three counts of sex

abuse, Demont O'Neal opened his own gym. 

O'Neal, who worked as a cheerleading coach at Seneca High School and a security

monitor at Minor Daniels Academy, abused a 17-year-old, according to the Kentucky

Sex Offender Registry. He was conditionally discharged for two years and required to

register as a sex offender (http://kspsor.state.ky.us/) for the next twenty years.

"It only takes one incident to change your life," he said. 

Documents obtained by WDRB News say before the 2016-17 school year, a student

cheerleader claimed O'Neal sexually abused her. O'Neal said he can't talk specifics

about the case.

A month after his sentencing this year, he opened Outkast Elite on Outer Loop, which

trains dozens of cheerleaders.

"I love doing this," he said. "I love working with kids. I love helping kids reach their goals.

"I honestly will say that for people that don't know me, it's kind of like you may worry,

but I'm really simple. I'm open-door."

He said he's open about his past and anyone with questions or concerns can contact

him.

"The waiver is very simple, and it's to protect the gym itself," O'Neal said. "And it also

has a statement on there that I am on the sex offender registry. I want to be blunt

about that to people. I don't want any surprises. Everyone who walks in the door, I

explain it to them. I am on it. That gives them the option to let me coach them."
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Sex offenders can't live within 1,000 feet of schools, registered day cares and

playgrounds, but that doesn't extend into "occupations or opening of a private

business," according to Sgt. Josh Lawson with Kentucky State Police.

Viewers contacted WDRB News concerned that's he's working with kids, but police said

it's legal for him to do so.

"I would call it a lack of legislation in this realm that does allow him to have direct

contact with juveniles, unfortunately," Lawson said. "However, those are the laws that

we have at this time."

Pamela White, a parent of a cheerleader at the gym, said O'Neal is a "good man and a

great coach."

"He has coached my daughter since she was a toddler," she said. "He has positively

impacted more young people's lives in this town than anyone else I know. We are all

aware of what he was accused of. He was open and honest with everyone. Most of us

knew him before the allegations surfaced. He has never been inappropriate in any way,

at any time, with any child in the countless hours I have been in his gym."

Related Stories:

JCPS documents reveal new details in investigation of Seneca High School cheerleading coach
(//www.wdrb.com/story/33287854/jcps-documents-reveal-new-details-in-investigation-of-seneca-hs-
cheerleading-coach) 
Seneca High cheerleading coach suspended 'indefinitely' amid investigation
(//www.wdrb.com/story/33158117/seneca-high-cheerleading-coach-suspended-amid-investigation) 

Copyright 2018 WDRB Media. All Rights Reserved.

10 Comments Sort by Top

Add a comment...

http://www.wdrb.com/story/39594423/registered-sex-offender-opens-cheerleading-gym-on-outer-loop 12/5/18, 5C52 PM
Page 3 of 15



Dave Shepherd
If he's up front with those that choose the gym, so be it.

Like · Reply · Mark as spam · 6 · 27m

Tashei Griffin
He is great with our kids and we love him as our coach Outkast going all the way.... our
gymnastics family love him #weloveourcoach 

! ! ! !

 if u dont like it o well we do

Like · Reply · Mark as spam · 5 · 40m

Faith Darland
Best coach ever!!!

Like · Reply · Mark as spam · 5 · 44m

Clarence Hatfield
This whole Sex Offender list is sometimes not as bad as it sounds. The age of sexual
consent in KY is 16. He apparently had sex with a 17 year old, but since she was a student,
it changes the outlook. I'm not defending his behavior, but "sexual offender" can sometimes
sound so violent when in reality a lot of times it's just a technicality.

Like · Reply · Mark as spam · 13 · 1h

Carmon Elmore
Or did he? Too many technicalities sometimes and other times not enough. at least
he is upfront about it and parents and students know and they can make an
informed decision.

Like · Reply · Mark as spam · 2 · 26m

Darlyne Valentine Jones
I just cant mine wouldnt be attending his camps!! Sorry not. sorry

Like · Reply · Mark as spam · 2 · 34m

Clarence Hatfield
Then don't! Problem solved.

Like · Reply · Mark as spam · 7 · 31m

Kevin Fit Johnson
Clarence Hatfield that's if she even has kids. Or she just posted for attention. It's
always that one person that makes a comment that nobody cares about.

Like · Reply · Mark as spam · 3 · 28m
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Harriet Wilson
Kevin Fit Johnson so if someone doesn't want him to coach their child that
automatically makes them a liar? You need to look at your post trying to get
attention. A parents #1 job should ALWAYS be the safety of their child. Putting them
in the hands of a registered sex offender could NEVER be thought if as caring for
your child.
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Wed, Dec 05 

Repeal Day at Proof on Main

Proof on Main 
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2018 Dickens Christmas Festival
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Eminence, KY 33.2 mi
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Santa’s Wonderland at Bass Pro Shops and Cabela’s

Cabela's 
Louisville, KY 11.3 mi
Wed, Dec 05  @5:00pm

Guided Docent Tour

Louisville, KY 0.3 mi
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Cabela's 
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