Decision Paper

To:  Nelson County Board of Education

From:  Tom Dekle, District Grant Writer

CC:  Dr. Janice O. Lantz, Superintendent

Subject: Grant for Bloomfield Elementary School

Date: January 20, 2008

Issue: Bloomfield Elementary School is requesting a Teacher Initiated Program (TIP) grant from the Kentucky Arts Council in the amount of $540. The grant requires matching funds in the amount of $285. This grant will fund a 5-day residency at Bloomfield of musical artist Jim McGee. McGee is an artist specializing in studies of Jazz, Appalachian, Blues, Folk, and other musical genres. McGee will provide a culturally diverse program where students, faculty, parents and the community will learn first hand how music in the United States is a melting pot of traditions from immigrants from throughout the world. Students will learn about the origins and history of Blues, Gospel, Appalachian Folk Music, and Country. The residency will start with the artist delivering four instructional sessions during a school-wide Cultural Fair. McGee will then build on that experience through daily sessions with four core groups during the next four days. He will engage students by teaching them songs that had their beginnings in the 17th century through contributions of immigrants from Ireland and Germany and those brought here during the time of the slave trade with Africa. If approved, the five-day residency will take place in November, 2009.

Recommendation:  Approval for the requested application for a Kentucky Arts Association TIP grant in the amount of $825, including a $285 match.

Motion:  Motion by __________ and second by _______ to approve the application to Kentucky Arts Council.

