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New Skills for Youth (NSFY) Initiative

Began in January 2016 through the generous support of JP 
Morgan Chase & Company with a five-year, $75 million 
program to connect students to in-demand careers.

Ten states secured grants through phase two of New Skills 
for Youth, a collaboration of the Council of Chief State 
School Officers (CCSSO), JP Morgan Chase and Advance 
CTE that supports states as they work to align career-
focused education with high-skill, high-demand jobs. 



Grant Partners

 Cabinet for Economic Development
 Chamber of Commerce
 Council on Postsecondary Education
 Education and Workforce Development Cabinet
 Kentucky Community and Technical College System 

(KCTCS)
 Kentucky Department of Education
 Kentucky Labor Cabinet
 KY Stats formerly Kentucky Center for Education and 

Workforce Statistics (KCEWS)



NSFY Grant Opportunity

Grant will consist of two phases:

 Phase One - $100,000
 Six-month plan design, development, and early implementation phase

 Kentucky received phase one funds (May-November, 2016)

 Phase Two
 Three-year implementation phase – Ends December 2019

 Kentucky received $2 million for three year implementation 
http://mediaportal.education.ky.gov/featured/2017/01/new-skills-for-youth-
press-conference-1-11-2017/

http://mediaportal.education.ky.gov/featured/2017/01/new-skills-for-youth-press-conference-1-11-2017/


Kentucky’s Grant Vision

Regionalized Governance and Delivery of CTE that:

is employer-led through regional workforce areas and ensures 
cross-institutional involvement,

encompasses career pathways that have seamless transitions 
from secondary to postsecondary education,

involves shared resources and funding among all partners, and

provides valuable industry certifications and credentials that are 
recognized by business and industry.



Kentucky’s Top Employment Sectors:

Business and Technical Services

Construction

Health Care & Social Assistance

Manufacturing

Transportation, Distribution, and Logistics
http://education.ky.gov/CTE/nsfy/Pages/KY-NSFY.aspx

*Provided by Kentucky Cabinet for Economic Development

http://education.ky.gov/CTE/nsfy/Pages/KY-NSFY.aspx
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Sample of Kentucky’s Top Occupations in the Top 5 Sectors



KY Goals of the NSFY Grant
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• Increase Postsecondary Accelerated 
Opportunities and Seamless Programs of Study

• Increase WBL opportunities including 
Apprenticeship

• Increase Access to, Enrollment in, and 
Completion of High-Demand Pathways

• Increase Graduates Earning Industry 
Certifications of Value

• Increase Graduate Success after High School
• Create All Day Regional Career Academies



Regional Career Academy Requirements

 Two or More School Districts
 Local or State Operated Technical Center
 Postsecondary Institution
 Community Partner
 At Least Two Employers from Proposed Top 

Industry Sector
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Regional Career Academies
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 Round 1 (Open 18-19)
● Burgin Ind
● Corbin Ind
● Lee County

 Round 2 (Open 19-20)
● Breathitt County
● Clinton County
● Hickman County
● Logan County
● Mason County
● Nelson County



Year 1 Update - Success

 100% of CTE Programs of Study are aligned 
to the top 5 sectors or top support 
occupations

 Pre-Apprenticeship pathway participation 
increased by over 150%

 CTE Dual Credit increased by over 100%
 Occupation-based Teacher Retention for 

new teachers is above 92%
12
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Partnership with the Kentucky Workforce Innovation 
Board (KWIB) and Education and Workforce Cabinet



Year 1 Update – Areas for Improvement

Work-Based Learning Opportunities and 
Employer Engagement

 High Demand Pathway Concentration and 
Completion

 Career Advising
 Industry Certifications of Value

15
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New Skills for Youth Webpage

 http://education.ky.gov/CTE/nsfy/Pages/K
Y-NSFY.aspx
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http://education.ky.gov/CTE/nsfy/Pages/KY-NSFY.aspx


Questions
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