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Recent legislative changes detailed in the federal Elementary and Secondary Education Act (the No Child Left Behind Act) and Kentucky Senate Bill 168 (SB 168) KRS.158.649 require schools to identify and address achievement gaps between majority and minority groups of students.  Schools must analyze achievement data to determine if significant performance differences exist between majority students and minority groups.  Specifically targeted are racial minorities, students with disabilities, gender disparities, low socioeconomic groups, and students with Limited English Proficiency or who qualify for English as a Second Language Programs.
Local School Boards are to approve and adopt the schools acknowledgment of achievement gaps and subsequent plans to address the gaps as laid out in KRS.158.649:

(4) By February 1, 2003, and each February 1 in odd-numbered years thereafter, the school-based decision making council, or the principal if there is not a council, with the involvement of parents, faculty, and staff shall set the school's biennial targets for eliminating any achievement gap and submit them to the superintendent for consideration. The superintendent and the school-based decision making council, or the principal if there is not a council, shall agree on the biennial targets before they are submitted to the local board of education for adoption.

(5) By April 1, 2003, and each April 1 in odd-numbered years thereafter, the school council, or the principal if a school council does not exist, with the involvement of parents, faculty, and staff, shall review the data and revise the consolidated plan to include the biennial targets, strategies, activities, and a time schedule calculated to eliminate the achievement gap among various groups of students to the extent it may exist. The plan shall include but not be limited to activities designed to address the following areas:

(a) Curriculum alignment within the school and with schools that send or receive the school's students;

(b) Evaluation and assessment strategies to continuously monitor and modify instruction to meet student needs and support proficient student work;

(c) Professional development to address the goals of the plan;

(d) Parental communication and involvement;

(e) Attendance improvement and dropout prevention; and

(f) Technical assistance that will be accessed.

(7) Based on the disaggregated biennial assessment results, the local board shall determine if each school achieved its biennial targets for each group of students. Only data for a group of students including ten (10) or more students shall be considered.

(8) Notwithstanding KRS 160.345(8) and 158.070(8), if a local board determines that a school has not met its biennial target to reduce the identified gap in student achievement for a group of students, the local board shall require the council, or the principal if no council exists, to submit its revisions to the consolidated plan describing the use of professional development funds and funds allocated for continuing education to reduce the school's achievement gap for review and approval by the superintendent. The plan shall address how the school will meet the academic needs of the students in the various groups identified in subsection (1) of this section.

Recommended motion

I move that the board of education approve the schools SB 168 Letters for the Biennium 2008 – 2010.
