This is a decision paper.








DATE:	Sept. 01, 2005





TO:		Members of the Hardin County Board of Education





FROM:	Denise Parrett, Science Teacher


		East Hardin Middle School





SUBJECT:	Approval of Out-of-State Trip to Big Pine Key, Florida





ISSUE:	I am requesting approval to take a group of sixth graders from East Hardin to sea camp at the Newfound Harbor Marine Institute in Big Pine Key, Florida.  A rubric and content correlation for our studies while at camp can be found on the following page.  We have requested dates for Apr. 2  - Apr. 5.


The cost of the trip, which will be paid by each student, is approximately $720.00.  Students will be transported via airplane and bus.








RECOMMENDATION:	Recommend that the Board approve the request.





RECOMMENDED MOTION:	I make the motion that out-of-state travel be approved for the East Hardin Middle School student trip.








Principal’s Signature ___Paul C. Connelly, Jr. ___________________



































EAST HARDIN MIDDLE SCHOOL TRIP TO NEWFOUND HARBOR MARINE INSTITUTE


The following pertains to activities students participate in while at seacamp:





RUBRIC:�Purpose - The activity introduces units or serves as “culminating event” for previous instruction.


Student Involvement - Active participation by all students is a critical component in the activity’s design and delivery.


Connection to Core Content - Activity clearly links to core content appropriate to the students with all linkages made by “providers”.


Instructional Linkage - Activity has classroom introductory and follow-up materials reflecting Kentucky standards.


Technology - Various technologies are utilized throughout the activity, its introduction and its follow-up.


Learning Styles - Activity focuses on age-appropriate, student-centered learning strategies that address diverse learning styles.


Professional Development - Professional development is available to teachers on the use of the resource, including pre-visit materials and post-visit activities.  This is held in Feb.


Planning - Both the specific activity and accompanying funding are absent from the consolidated plan.





SCIENCE STANDARDS FROM SIXTH GRADE EXIT EXPECTATIONS


ABILITIES STANDARDS


1. Develop abilities in science


	A. Higher thinking


	B. Communications


	C. Goal setting/attainment


2. Be able to apply science knowledge and skills to a variety of purposes.


	A. Be able to solve problems using the scientific method.


	B. Be able to conduct research.


	C. Be able to use scientific equipment appropriately (microscopes)


	D. Apply knowledge of the relationship between humans, the environment, and the earth’s 


		resources to improve the environment.


CONTENT STANDARDS


3B. Understand wind energy.  (night wade, nocturnal animal lesson, coastal ecology)


	1. Know sound energy (sound waves, mechanical waves, behavior, uses)


	3. Know that electrical circuits provide a means of transferring electrical energy when heat, light, 	


		sound, and chemical changes are provided.


4A. Understand how plant and animal species interact with their environment.  (coastal ecology, algae community lab, snorkeling at the coral reefs, coral polyp lesson, night wade) 


	1. Know energy flows through food chains and food webs.


	2. Know the water cycle.


	3. Know how the water cycle affects us.


4C. Understand food chains and human effect on them.  (orientation, shark and squid lab, coral ecology,  coastal ecology, plankton lab, algae lab, night wade, sponge lesson, mangrove lesson)


	1. Know components and illustrations of a basic food chain.


	2. Know difference between decomposer, producer, and consumer.


	3. Know the effects of human interference on the food chain.


	4. Know habitat, niche, ecosystem, community, and population


5A. Understand the factors of weather and the importance of weather to life. (coastal ecology, coral ecology, snorkeling)


	1. Be able to apply the knowledge that the sun is the initial source of all energy.


	2. Know how weather and climate impacts the earth, humans, and other life forms.


5B. Understand that the cell is the basic unit of life. (Algae lab introduces students to the classification system and the features of life.)


	5. Know the six features of life (grow, reproduce, made of cells, need food, use energy, develop).


6A. Understand the importance of oceans and water to our planet. (Each lesson at camp provides this focus)


	1. Know how our water supply is being used and misused.





