Superintendent’s Report

April 23rd, 2018
I.       Principal Selection Search
As we are nearing completion of the SCES principal selection process, we will be entering into the beginning of the SCHS principal selection process.  Although we have interviewed 8 applicants for SCES at this point, the Council wants to ensure the best applicant for SCES is selected, therefore, we continue to progress methodically in order to complete the process before turning attention to SCHS.
        II.      Out-of-district meetings
March 28th; OVEC – Shelbyville

April 10th; OVEC Strategic Planning- Shelbyville
April 19th; Standards-Based, Next Generation Academy - Georgetown
III. Principal’s Meeting Agenda
*See Attached
IV. Program Director’s Meeting
*N/A
V. Advisory Council Agenda
*N/A
VI. SCHS Project
After a lengthy (4 hour) design team meeting Friday, we have on the agenda approval of the plans (pending approval of geothermal by KDE), BG-2, and BG-3.  One area I injected my opinion was the fencing at and around the entrance to the facility; no chain link.  Whatever needs to be secured is to be done with a more decorative fence, but if it isn’t necessary to secure, and a barrier helpful (spectators watching games on the outside without paying), we’re looking at greenery.  Further, I’ve given Justin the directive to seek estimates for the greenhouse, cost savings, and other considerations without including that in the “official” design yet as that would come at a cost; which if you recall was one of my non-negotiables I communicated before it even made it the BOE  book to consider.  Once we have an approximation of savings, we can then compare savings to location which seem to be the two top concerns.  Justin will be available to provide more detailed specifics and answer additional questions. 

VII. UK Next Generation Learners
Results of the standards-based work appear in the “Profile of a Graduate” that was included in my evaluation binder.  Thursday the 19th the Administrative Team of SCPS presented our findings and next steps to the group as we have systematically defined both the non-negotiable components of our graduate profile, as well as indicators shaping how these components of expectations are to be met by our graduates in order to provide the essential skills so desperately needed by the 21st century learner.  
VIII. Digital Display 
As a possible solution to the easement requested by the Dollar General, they have floated the idea of a digital display for SCHS; a solution that I would recommend approving if it comes to fruition. 
IX. KDE/KBE
As you are likely aware by now, the appointments to the Kentucky Board of Education last week by Governor Bevin prompted a special-called meeting of the of the board less than 24 hours later.  Understanding the fact that Governor Bevin did not get his desires fulfilled as a result of the legislative session regarding charter schools, school choice, tax reform, pensions, etc., it should come as no surprise that he retaliated in the only way he was legally allowed to do so; by making appointments to KBE which would in essence relieve Dr. Stephen Pruitt, Commissioner of the Kentucky Department of Education, of all duties as Commissioner.  In his place, the Kentucky Board of Education placed Dr. Wayne Lewis, a proponent of charter schools, as interim Commissioner of Kentucky Department of Education; the lead organization of public schools in the Commonwealth.  Although short-term consequences remain unknown at this time, long term consequences if Governor Bevin is elected to another term will dismantle public education as we know it back to the pre-KERA days of 1990 in my opinion.  Speculation is that a special session will be called this summer to readdress tax reform in order to fund charter schools immediately, and although current tax reform, pension reform, and spending plans by way of legislative override of vetoes keep public education secure for another two years, KDE continues to have authority over state grants (RTI, Math Interventions, etc.) and infrastructure needs such as technology.  I would expect these funds or a portion thereof will be re-directed away from public schools and into a funding mechanism for charter schools, but this is merely speculation at this point. 
