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HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION 
REQUIREMENTS: A LOOK 

ACROSS THE COUNTRY 

April 11, 2018 



Who we are

The essential, indispensable member of 
any team addressing education policy.



We believe in the power of learning from experience
and we know informed policymakers create better 

education policy.

What we do



How we do it



Definitions

How does Kentucky compare nationally?

Competency-based models

End-of-course exams

“Carnegie Plus”

Endorsements to standard diploma

Overview



Carnegie unit: One academic year of 
study (year-long course)

CTE – career/technical education

End-of-course exam: Exam (typically HS) 
student takes at end of course. May or 
may not be required to pass exam to 
pass course, or graduate

Exit exam: Exam HS student required to 
pass to graduate.

Definitions



Regs. in line with state requirements, on 
average:

4 English (almost universal)

3 math (26 states)

3 science (33 states)

3 social studies

Other credits

 Total: 20-24 Carnegie units

How does Kentucky compare nationally?



Many states allow a student to substitute: 
Computer science for math or science 

credit
CTE or integrated/interdisciplinary course 

for traditional academic course

Kentucky allows for both types of course 
substitutions.

How does Kentucky compare nationally?



“Credits” or “Courses”:
New Hampshire N.H. Code Admin. R. 306.27

Rhode Island 204-RICR-20-00-06

Standards:

Vermont (eff. Class of 2020) Vermont State Board of 
Education’s Education Quality Standards, Section 2120.7, 
http://education.vermont.gov/student-learning/proficiency-based-
learning/proficiency-based-graduation-requirements

Maine (eff. Class of 2021) 20-A M.R.S.A. § 4722-A, 
http://www.maine.gov/doe/proficiency/policy/index.html

Competency-Based Models

http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/rules/state_agencies/ed300.html
http://www.ride.ri.gov/Portals/0/Uploads/Documents/CESE/Secondary_School_Regulations_Amendment_10_11_16.pdf
http://education.vermont.gov/sites/aoe/files/documents/edu-state-board-rules-series-2000.pdf
http://education.vermont.gov/student-learning/proficiency-based-learning/proficiency-based-graduation-requirements
http://legislature.maine.gov/statutes/20-A/title20-Asec4722-A.html
http://www.maine.gov/doe/proficiency/policy/index.html


Credits based on demonstration of 
“competencies,” not seat time

Competencies align with knowledge, skills 
needed for college, career success

New Hampshire



Each HS’s curriculum must outline district 
and graduation competencies

 Instructional program must include 
techniques for eval. of student outcomes, 
incl. performance asst. of district 
competencies. 

HS must have competency assessments in 
place for every course offered.

New Hampshire



Demonstrate competencies through:

Classroom courses

CTE courses

Distance education

 Independent study

Extended learning opportunities

Prior learning activities

New Hampshire



New Hampshire



Courses may be offered through 
interdisciplinary studies

Boards must adopt policies on 
counting demonstration of graduation 
competencies in one area toward 
meeting graduation competencies in 
another area.
Must be reflected on student transcript

New Hampshire



Students must be engaged in ELA and 
math each year of HS, even if they have 
met graduation competencies.

Such engagement: 
May be via integration of ELA, math 

competencies in courses in other subjects 
Must support CCR in ELA and math

New Hampshire



20 “courses”:
4 English language arts
4 math
3 science
3 history/social science

LEAs determine remaining 6; “presumed 
to include … world languages, the arts, 
technology, physical education, and 
health.”

Rhode Island



LEAs determine level of proficiency 
needed for a student to pass a course

Completion = demonstration of 
knowledge, skills, competencies outlined 
in course learning objectives.

Rhode Island



Single course can fulfill ≥ 2 course 
requirements if aligned to state 
content area standards

Attractive way for LEAs to increase 
student opportunities to complete 
additional electives.

Rhode Island



Course may be completed by:
CTE courses
Expanded learning opportunities
Dual/concurrent enrollment
Online learning
Experiential learning opportunities
Other non-traditional academic 

experiences 

Rhode Island



LEAs must document:
Standards students must meet through 

a course

How students demonstrate proficiency 
in the standard

Rhode Island



Student must demonstrate proficiency in 
the curriculum:
Literacy
Math content & practices
Scientific inquiry & content knowledge
Global citizenship
Physical education & health education
 Incl. 1.5 years of p.e. or the equivalent

Transferable skills

Vermont



Communication

Collaboration

Creativity

 Innovation

 Inquiry

Problem solving

Use of technology

Vermont: Transferable skills



LEAs may but not required to use 
credits
Credits may not be based on seat time

Students may receive credit for 
learning that takes place outside 
school

Vermont



State standards in eight areas:
Career and education development
ELA
Math
World languages
Health, physical education and wellness
Science and technology
Social studies
Visual and performing arts

Maine



Maine



Schools certify that student has 
demonstrated proficiency in meeting 

state standards 

Maine 



In 2017-18:

25 states (including KY) are administering 
EOCs in one or more subject areas.

End-of-course exams (EOCs)



End-of-course exams: 2017-18
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End-of-course exams as exit exams
(now or *future)
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End-of-course exams factored into student final 
course grade (* = future)
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Requiring students to achieve measure(s) 
of college/career-readiness in addition to 
Carnegie units.

National exams
Out-of-classroom experience
Portfolio of work
Attainment of “soft skills”

“Carnegie Plus”



Trends: “Carnegie Plus”
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From Indiana: Model provides:

 Individualization

Local flexibility

Relevance

Currency

Workforce-aligned

Rigor

Trends: “Carnegie Plus”



Colorado: Graduation Guidelines

• Effective Class of 2021

• Students must show CCR in math, ELA

• Menu of options

• Districts determine which options to 

make available
https://www.cde.state.co.us/postsecondary/graduationguidelines

https://www.cde.state.co.us/postsecondary/graduationguidelines


Colorado: Graduation Guidelines

Source: 
CO Dept. 
of 
Education

https://www.cde.state.co.us/postsecondary/grad-menufactsheet


Texas: District-determined proficiency in:
“delivering clear verbal messages; 
choosing effective nonverbal behaviors; 
listening for desired results; applying valid 
critical-thinking and problem-solving
processes; and identifying, analyzing, 
developing, and evaluating 
communication skills needed for 
professional and social success in 
interpersonal situations, group interactions, 
and personal and professional 
presentations.” Source: 19 TAC § 74.11(a)(3)

Trends: Broad demonstrations of readiness

http://texreg.sos.state.tx.us/public/readtac$ext.TacPage?sl=R&app=9&p_dir=&p_rloc=&p_tloc=&p_ploc=&pg=1&p_tac=&ti=19&pt=2&ch=74&rl=11


Indiana: Graduation Pathways

• Eff. Class of 2023

• Students complete three components:
• Carnegie units
• Employability skills
• Postsecondary-ready competencies



Indiana: Graduation Pathways

Source: Indiana State Board of Education



Endorsements to Standard Diploma

See 
https://www.ecs.
org/high-school-
diploma-options-
that-meet-
federal-
graduation-rate-
calculation-
requirements/

https://www.ecs.org/high-school-diploma-options-that-meet-federal-graduation-rate-calculation-requirements/


Endorsements to Standard Diploma 
*In addition to states offering State Seal of Biliteracy*
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States offer 1-6 options
Academic
 Advanced Academic

CTE
 Texas: Various CTE pathways

STEM or STEAM
Work-readiness

Endorsements to Standard Diploma



Ohio: OhioMeansJobs work-ready 
endorsement
15 areas

Sign-off by ≥ 3 mentors 
 in ≥ 2 environments (work, school, 

community)

Sources: R.C. § 3313.6112; http://education.ohio.gov/Topics/New-Skills-for-
Youth/SuccessBound/OhioMeansJobs-Readiness-Seal

Trends: Broad demonstrations of readiness

http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3313.6112v1
http://education.ohio.gov/Topics/New-Skills-for-Youth/SuccessBound/OhioMeansJobs-Readiness-Seal


OhioMeansJobs Readiness Seal

Source: 
http://educ
ation.ohio.g
ov/getattac
hment/Topic
s/New-Skills-
for-
Youth/Succ
essBound/O
hioMeansJo
bs-
Readiness-
Seal/OMJ_R
eadinessSea
l_Rubric.pdf.
aspx?lang=e
n-US

http://education.ohio.gov/getattachment/Topics/New-Skills-for-Youth/SuccessBound/OhioMeansJobs-Readiness-Seal/OMJ_ReadinessSeal_Rubric.pdf.aspx?lang=en-US


Questions?

End of presentation



Jennifer Zinth
jzinth@ecs.org

End of presentation

mailto:jzinth@ecs.org
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