THIS IS A DECISION PAPER.


Date:
August 16, 2005

To:
Members of the Hardin County Board of Education

From:
Richard Hughes, Ed.D, Superintendent
Subject:
Waiver of HCAR 9.22

Issue:

HCAR 9.22 requires that students in grades 9 – 12 that transfer into our high schools from non-accredited schools take comprehensive examinations for all of the courses that have been earned while in a non-accredited school.  The purpose of the regulation is to ensure that a specific standard is met before our schools confer credit upon courses for which we had no influence.  However, for a student who has demonstrated competency as measured by a nationally-recognized assessment (i.e., ACT) this regulation seems unnecessary. 

Facts:

1.  Kelsey Paschetto, a student who has completed grade 10 in a home school, desires admission to Central Hardin High School.  Her 9th grade sister enrolled this school year at CHHS.

2.  Kelsey received a score of 29 on the ACT at the end of her 10th grade year.  This test predicts the degree to which a student will be successful in college.  Students who have not taken a rigorous pre-college curriculum typically do not score as high as 29 on the ACT.  Therefore, it is safe to assume that this student has experienced a rigorous curriculum.  

3.  Kelsey is a very active student and dancer and prefers not to have to review and test in all of the courses for which she has already been granted credit by the home school.  It is believed that her demonstrated performance on the ACT is evidence that she has met the standard expected of the district.

4.  The Paschetto family desire that Kelsey attend Central Hardin High School so that she can experience the rigor of advanced placement courses (i.e., AP Chemistry, AP Calculus, etc.) and be a part of the student body of which her younger sister is a part.

5. Mr. Ortiz, principal at Central Hardin High School and Mr. Ron Bryan, associate superintendent for Instructional Services are supportive of this waiver request.

Recommendation:

It is recommended that the board of education waive HCAR 9.22 to allow Kelsey Paschetto to attend Central Hardin High School without having to take comprehensive examinations in the courses for which she has already been given credit in home school.

Recommended motion:

I move that the board of education waive HCAR 9.22 to allow Kelsey Paschetto to attend Central Hardin High School without having to take comprehensive examinations in the courses for which she has already been given credit in home school.

