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House blocks effort to let more home-schoolers join
public school activities
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PIERRE — South Dakota lawmakers on Monday defeated a proposal to create a uniform state policy allowing
eligible home-schooled students to participate in high school activities.

The House of Representatives voted 28-38 on House Bill 1120, coming up short of the majority the measure
needed to advance.

The bill's sponsor, Rep. Sue Peterson, R-Sioux Falls, said the measure was needed to ensure that home-
(Photo: Sam Caravana / Argus schooled students who made grades had access to activities offered through the South Dakota High School
Leader) Activities Association. Home-schooled students' request to join activities within their school district are currently
weighed at the local level.

"Our state motto is 'Under God, the people rule," she said. "Not under God, local government rules."
Other lawmakers echoed her concerns, urging their colleagues to pass the proposal, which has become a perennial request in Pierre.

"| think it's time those walls between school districts and home-schoolers be torn down," said Rep. Thomas Brunner, R-Nisland. "Sometimes it takes a
higher authority to bring a school along."
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Opponents said the bill was unnecessary and would cause problems because the activities association wouldn't be able to verify that home-schooled
students are academically qualified to participate. They also said the measure would make home-schooled students subject to a different level of
academic achievement to join activities.
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