Decision Paper

To:  Nelson County Board of Education

From:  Tom Dekle, District Grant Writer

CC:  Dr. Janice O. Lantz, Superintendent

Subject: Grant for Boston School

Date: October 21, 2008

Issue: Boston School is requesting a Teacher Initiated Program (TIP) grant from the Kentucky Arts Council in the amount of $540. The grant requires matching funds in the amount of $285. This grant will fund a 5-day residency at Boston of visual artist and “paper engineer” Jane McTeigue. The artist will collaborate with a Boston team including teachers Joanne Maldini, Dana Cull, Nancy Smith and Victoria Terstegge, along with principal Kim Whitley. The team hopes to accomplish three main goals at its completion.  1) A core group of 76 students will work with paper engineer, Jane McTeigue, to create pop-up books. Fourth grade students will integrate science and art to design a book about weather. Fifth grade students will create books about the colonial period leading up to the Revolutionary War. Both topics will integrate essential art vocabulary with the respective core content. 2) Through collaboration with the artist, classroom teachers will gain and model strategies for incorporating bookmaking and three dimensional pop-up art in their classrooms. They will learn first hand the value of integrating art into other curricular areas such as science and social studies. 3) Boston students will share their involvement with the artist through a buddy-reading project where students will pair younger students to read and discuss their books. In addition, they will share the project through a presentation at a school PTA and Nelson County Board of Education meeting. If approved, the five-day residency will start April 13.

Recommendation:  Approval for the requested application for a Kentucky Arts Association TIP grant in the amount of $825, including a $285 match.

Motion:  Motion by __________ and second by _______ to approve the application to Kentucky Arts Council.

