Decision Paper

To:  Nelson County Board of Education

From:  Tom Dekle, District Grant Writer

CC:  Dr. Janice O. Lantz, Superintendent

Subject: Grant for Boston School

Date: October 21, 2008

Issue: Boston School is requesting a Teacher Initiated Program (TIP) grant from the Kentucky Arts Council in the amount of $540. The grant requires matching funds in the amount of $285. This grant will fund a 5-day residency at Boston of performance arts specialist Yolantha Harrison-Pace. The artist will collaborate with a Boston team including teachers Joanne Maldini, Dana Cull, Nancy Smith and Victoria Terstegge, along with principal Kim Whitley. The goal of this residency is threefold.  First, a core group of 76 students will work with Harrison-Pace to create Kente cloths that will be used to perform dances, which integrate West African symbols with authentic African music, basic drumming, and elements of dance. Second, by collaborating with the artist, classroom teachers’ ability to integrate elements of music and dance into instruction will be enhanced. And finally, Boston students will share what they learned through a school-wide celebration of diversity in which the students will perform for other students, parents, and community members.  If approved, the five-day residency will start February 23.

Recommendation:  Approval for the requested application for a Kentucky Arts Association TIP grant in the amount of $825, including a $285 match.

Motion:  Motion by __________ and second by _______ to approve the application to Kentucky Arts Council.

