Decision Paper

To:  Nelson County Board of Education

From:  Tom Dekle, District Grant Writer

CC:  Dr. Janice O. Lantz, Superintendent

Subject: Grant for Bloomfield Elementary School

Date: October 21, 2008

Issue: Bloomfield Elementary School is requesting a Teacher Initiated Program (TIP) grant from the Kentucky Arts Council in the amount of $540. The grant requires matching funds in the amount of $285. This grant will fund a 5-day residency at Bloomfield of performance arts specialist Yolantha Harrison-Pace. Through this grant, fourth and fifth grade classes will participate in a week of West African Rhythm Movement and Sound workshops. On the final day of the residency, all students from kindergarten through fifth grade will participate in a cultural fair in which Harrison-Pace will teach them about West African Culture as she instructs them in mini-lessons on music & dance. Students and teachers will be creatively engaged in learning traditional movements and choreographing original dances based on the movements. They will play polyrhythms & create rhythm patterns. After learning the role of costumes in West African dance, students will wrap fabric to create their own costumes. Unlike simply reading about other cultures and watching dance videos, this project gives students the opportunity to stand up, move their bodies and create rhythm. This provides an authentic, culturally enriching and memorable experience for teachers, students and parents.

If approved, the five-day residency will start February 13.

Recommendation:  Approval for the requested application for a Kentucky Arts Association TIP grant in the amount of $825, including a $285 match.

Motion:  Motion by __________ and second by _______ to approve the application to Kentucky Arts Council.

