Decision Paper

To:  Nelson County Board of Education

From:  Tom Dekle, District Grant Writer

CC:  Dr. Janice O. Lantz, Superintendent

Subject: Grant for New Haven School

Date: October 21, 2008

Issue: New Haven School is requesting a Teacher Initiated Program (TIP) grant from the Kentucky Arts Council in the amount of $1,080. The grant requires matching funds in the amount of $570. This grant will fund a 10-day residency at New Haven of dance artist Deborah Denenfield. The artist will lead students through a study of the cultures connected with the types of dance described in the Kentucky Program of Studies. Students will continue with a more in-depth study of play party games and other entertainments in which children would have engaged during the time period related to Appalachian dance. A core group of one class of 8th grade students, two classes of fifth grade classes will meet with dance artist each day for the 10-day residency. A non-core group composed of students who will participate in the Berea Mountain Folk Festival will meet with the dance artist for eight sessions during the residency.

Students will participate in their choice of the following projects related to the residency: 1. Develop a display related to one of the cultures featured in the four types of dances they have learned, or 2.  Develop instructional materials to help teach other students (and their families) some of the play party games they have learned during this residency. These instructional materials may include production of an instructional DVD and development of a “how to” brochure with step-by-step directions. Students will perform a variety of dances they have learned during a PTO meeting, Family Literacy Night, or similar gathering. As the production allows, students will incorporate dances and/or play party games they have learned in a production of “Lincoln: A Man For All Times”, funded in part by a Kentucky Arts Council Abraham Lincoln Bicentennial Project grant.

If approved, the residency will start February 22, 2009 and conclude March 5.

Recommendation:  Approval for the requested application for a Kentucky Arts Association TIP grant for New Haven School in the amount of $1,650, including a $570 match.

Motion:  Motion by __________ and second by _______ to approve the application to Kentucky Arts Council.

