Decision Paper

To:  Nelson County Board of Education

From:  Tom Dekle, District Grant Writer

CC:  Dr. Janice O. Lantz, Superintendent

Subject: Grant for Nelson County High School

Date: October 21, 2008
Issue: Nelson County High School is requesting a Teacher Initiated Program (TIP) grant from the Kentucky Arts Council in the amount of $2,160. The grant requires matching funds in the amount of $1,140. NCHS is requesting an additional $500 for material costs for a total request of $1,640 from the Board of Education. This grant will fund a 20-day residency at NCHS of mural artist Jesse Ray Sims. Sims will collaborate with teachers, faculty and students to plan, create and install a mural of key subject areas and extracurricular activities at NCHS. The mural, which will be installed in a public area at NCHS, will demonstrate the importance and pride in a Nelson County education while displaying a basis for the importance of art education in the curriculum. Sims will collaborate with art teachers Dianna Williams and Anne Zabenco, along with a core group of 120 students in four classes to create the mural. It is expected that all students, along with parents and the community, will contribute to the project. In addition to depicting core content and extracurricular subjects, the mural will draw inspiration from a study of Mexican and American mural artists to explore how culture and diversity influence the production of murals. If approved, the residency will start February 2, 2009 and will conclude on March 3.

Recommendation:  Approval for the requested application for a Kentucky Arts Association TIP grant in the amount of $3,800, including a $1,640 match.

Motion:  Motion by __________ and second by _______ to approve the application to Kentucky Arts Council.

