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Pikeville Independent School Board and Superintendent Green:
As outlined in the pikeville independent board policy 09.12 and in collaboration with the local cabinet for health and family services department for community based services please review the following concerning the transportation of Foster children …..”Students in foster care shall have equal access to all educational programs and services, including transportation, which all other students enjoy. Foster children are to be immediately enrolled in a new school. The District shall contact the student’s prior school for relevant records.  The Superintendent shall appoint a Point of Contact (POC) to coordinate activities relating to the District’s provision of services to children placed in foster care, including transportation services, when the District is notified by the Cabinet for Health and Family Services in writing that the Cabinet has designated its foster care POC for the District. The Superintendent may appoint the District POC prior to such notice from the Cabinet.

Children in foster care, including preschool aged children if the District offers a preschool program, shall be eligible to attend their “school of origin” unless a determination is made that it is not in the child’s best interest. When possible, such determination will be made in collaboration with the child welfare agency. Dispute resolutions shall be handled by all agencies involved in the determination of the foster child’s placement.

When possible, a child exiting the foster care program during the school year shall be allowed to complete the school year in the school of origin.”
The local Cabinet for Health and Family Services Department for Community Based Services has outlined criteria designed to assist/provide transportation of the above defined students in Foster Care as follows:

1.
If the child has an IEP that could not be effectively met in another school.
2.
If the child is excelling in an extracurricular activity at school.

3.
If the child has a strong bond with their aide

4.
If it is a the therapist’s recommendation (supported by documentation and sound reasoning)
5
If the child is Autistic (changing environments can be stressful for some, DCBS would evaluate case 
by case)

6.
If the move would hinder documented involvement of the parents in the school 
(evaluated 
case 
by case)
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