



September 9, 2008

Hardin County Board Of Education

Nannette S. Johnston, Superintendent

65 W.A. Jenkins Road

Elizabethtown, KY 42701

Ms. Johnston and Members of the Board of Education:

The following annual report is submitted on behalf of James T. Alton Middle School:

2007-08 Council Membership:

Jama P. Bennett                           Principal/Chair

Lara Beard                                   Teacher

Mary Lou Emerine                        Teacher

Vasco Perry                                  Teacher

Wendy Bush                                 Parent

Sherry Popham                             Parent

A. SUBCOMMITTEES and MEMBERSHIP

BUDGET:

Mary Baptiste, Jeff East, Mary Lou Emerine, Larissa Hatfield, Rhonda Newton, Tami Pinson, Sherry Popham (parent), Chanda Swift, Joyce Willow  

DRESS CODE:

Kelvin Brown (student), Jeff East, Ada Fast (student), Larissa Hatfield, Rella Hicks, Jona Jordan (parent), Rhonda Newton, Vasco Perry, Mark Roberts, Greg Sutton 

READING COUNTS:

Lara Beard, Sheila Brown (parent), Jaime Hernandez, Donna Miller, Greg Sutton, Chanda Swift

TEXTBOOK:

Larissa Hatfield, Rella Hicks, Cyndi Murray, Rhonda Newton, Sherry Popham (parent), Tammy Powell, Shelly Vanyo

B. AREAS ADDRESSED:  

Our school has continued to enhance Curriculum, Instruction and Assessment. The following is an overview of items addressed, implemented and/or completed:

Thoughtful Ed implemented school-wide

MAP Assessment administered in math/reading during the fall, winter, and spring for all students.  

Open Responses monitored twice a nine weeks in all content areas.  Students scoring below proficiency were held to the standard of rewriting to proficiency.    

Think Link Predictive Assessment System administered to sixth grade students fall, winter, and spring in reading and math.

Think Link Predictive Assessment administered to seventh grade students fall, winter, and spring in reading, math, science, and practical living/vocational studies. 

Think Link Predictive Assessment administered to eighth grade students fall, winter, and spring in reading, math, social studies, and arts/humanities.  

Think Link results reviewed with SBDM Council three times a year

Science textbooks/resources purchased aligned with core content.  Middle school teachers throughout the district worked together to select resources consistent for (most)  middle schools.    

          KCCT data analysis completed school-wide, by each department    

          and reviewed with the SBDM Council

          EXPLORE classes taught to all 8th grades classes

          EXPLORE data reviewed with SBDM Council

NCLB data reviewed with SBDM Council

Job Embedded PD implemented monthly – focus on curriculum, instruction, and assessment.    

Safe School simulations conducted 

CIA Teacher utilized school-wide

Student recognition assemblies held quarterly

Character Education program expanded with monthly student recognition

Increased parent activities – all teams hosted at least one parent night/activity

Thanksgiving Dinner hosted for families

Five activities were coordinated for our school community through our Family Resource Youth Service Center

Individual conferences held with ALL students to set CATS goals

Archery Program expanded 

SECOND CHANCE program continued 

Parents/Teachers/Students for Progress (PTSP) held quarterly meetings that focused on student and school-wide needs

          Breakfast of Champions continued and enhanced

          Transition activities continued with feeder elementary and high 

           schools

          Alton had NO novices on 7th grade portfolios

Several Alton teachers attended William Daggett’s Model

School Conferences  that focusing on relationships, rigor, and 

relevance for all students

Alton participated as a member of the Successful Practices 

Network in conjunction with their involvement with Model Schools

A site visit was conducted by Ron Wheelis, a 

representative from Model Schools, as a result of our schools     

membership in the Successful Practices Network

Dr. Bruce Battles and Pete Hoechner conducted site visit of our 

special education department and followed up by providing 

feedback and meeting with teachers. 

District-wide scholastic audit completed

 C/D.  SUCCESSES and ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:


      Alton’s faculty/staff began the school year with a tour of our 

                School boundaries

JTA’s accountability index was 2nd in the district for middle schools

Alton’s combined novice rate for the 2008 biennium is 9.66 – 2.22 points below the combined novice goal for 2010.  

According to the Kentucky Performance Report, Alton scored higher than the district in the following academic areas:  7th and 8th grade reading, 6th and 7th grade math, 7th grade science, and 8th grade social studies.  In addition, Alton scored higher than the district and the state in the following academic areas:  8th grade math, 7th grade writing portfolios, 8th grade on-demand, and 8th grade arts/humanities.   

Math curriculum map committee organized and maps created by teachers, for teachers

School-wide Title 1 

School Budget Adopted for 2008-09

Science Plan Adopted

Comprehensive School Improvement Plan reviewed and updates made as needed/required

JTAlton was featured in a BRAC video

Guitar Hero Club was formed

Mr. Sutton initiated a “Breakfast Club” with the focus on sixth grade “at-risk” students

ILP’s were completed on all students

Axis Dance Company (dancers with disabilities) presented at Alton

“Boot Camp” implemented for all students to assist with organizational skills

Alton’s seventh grade basketball team won the district championship

     Three students qualified for Duke TIP Program – Bryan 

     Mitchell qualified for Grand recognition and was also 

     recognized at a HCS Board meeting 

Rachel Laws, an 8th grade student was accepted into the North Carolina Theatre of the Arts

Mason Case, Kelsey Paschetto, Rachel Laws, and Richard Shufelt, participated in several performances at the PAC 

Jeremy Brown, an 8th grader, placed 2nd in the district-wide spelling bee and 5th in the North Central Kentucky Spelling Bee

Abby Newton, an 8th grade student was a recipient of a Kentucky Middle School Association Scholarship. 

Kim Meyer, an eighth grader, participated in the state geography bee

Alton students received the “Best Speaking Award” at the Kentucky Youth Assembly (KYA)

JTAlton’s band students received 26 Distinguished ratings and 5 Proficient ratings at the KMEA Solo and Ensemble Festival 

JTAlton’s 7th grade band received a proficient rating and the 8th grade a distinguished at the KMEA Concert Band Festival

Fifteen young ladies made the NHHS Color Guard 

Timothy Ford, Shelby Langley, and Justin Cardenas, all eight grade students marched with the NH Marching Band and were awarded 3rd place in the State Marching Band finals.

Karol Dumagin, a seventh grade student, was featured in the Performing Arts Center Circus of the Stars

               Two Alton students made the NHHS tennis team

               JTAlton’s BETA Club raised 4,885 non-perishables for the 

               “Souper Bowl of Caring” 

               A display was created in our library entitled “Honoring Our 

               Heroes.”  A parent night was conducted and care packages 

               prepared for our military 

              Seven Alton students were members of the NHHS swim team

               Six Alton students participated in the ECTC/KCTCS and the  

               Governor’s Minority Student College Preparation Program as

               Summer enrichment

               Twenty-four Alton students participated in the Hardin County 

                Veteran’s Day Poster Program with several students receiving 

               recognition for first, second, and third place. 

                Two Alton students participated in Special Olympics placing 

                 second and receiving a silver award

                Sixteen students were sponsored on a shopping trip during 

                the holidays

               7th grade students participated in Junior Achievement’s Chase

               Financial Park planning simulation

               6th and 7th grade students participated in the Challenger 

               Learning Center simulations

               Several additional field trips taken in all grade levels that 

               aligned with core content

               Allegro Dance Theatre performed at our school

               Amanda Minnich and Brooke Whitlow continue to participate

               in the GRREC Teaching American History Grant securing 

               additional resources and PD monies for our students/teachers

               Josh Cowley, an eighth grade teacher, was nominated as

               Teacher of the Year

                Lara Beard, a collaborative teacher, was Alton’s ExCel Award 

                Nominee

               Jeff East, Alton’s Art teacher, was the recipient of a “We the 

               People Picturing America” grant

All teams hosted a minimum of one parent night this school year

Our Library Media specialist hosted a family/parent night each quarter

Algebra 1 students participated in the state department’s End of the Year Course Assessment 

Alton hosted a nationally recognized author, Devin Brown, for all our students.  Selected student participated in a study regarding his book:  “Not Exactly Normal” 

Alton logged 1126 volunteer hours with 68 volunteers for 07-08

The Supreme Team (Elannette Baker, Fabian Bennett, Donna Miller, and Shelly Vanyo) were one of two teaching teams to be selected as Kentucky Middle School Association Team of the Year.   They will be presenting at the KMSA Conference in September, 2008

Shelly Vanyo, a seventh grade science teacher, was a nominee for the Amgen Science Teacher of the Year

Jennifer Hilbert, a seventh grade teacher, was the recipient of a MAC Grant and received a “FRED” award for her involvement with a family whose son died this year

Tami Pinson, was selected as “Outstanding Counselor of the Year” by the Kentucky Counseling Association. 

Mary Lou Emerine serves as vice president of local Kentucky Educators Association

Jama Bennett was nominated as a member of “Presidential Who’s Who among Business and Professional Achievers” and for the Heritage Registry of “Who’s Who”

    Our 2008-09 SBDM Council will be composed of the following 

     individuals:

     Jama Bennett                           Principal/Chair

     Mary Lou Emerine                    Teacher

     Amanda Minnich                      Teacher

     Vasco Perry                              Teacher

     Mark Adams                             Parent

     Sherry Popham                         Parent

     We look forward to continued collaboration and success 

     as we work towards proficiency for all students.  

     Respectfully submitted, 

    Jama Bennett

    SBDM Chair

