August 29, 2008

This is a decision paper

To:

Hardin County Board of Education
From: 

Nannette Johnston, Superintendent
Subject:
Bands of America Florida Championship Regional

Request:
Allow the North Hardin Band to perform in BOA Florida Regional and take charter buses to and from the event (October 8-12)

Facts:
Traditionally, the North Hardin Band has competed at least one Bands of America Regional each year.  These competitions provide numerous learning opportunities for our students.  Competitions such as these provide motivation for students and are a regional showcase for our band program, our school, and our county.  These events are also an important aspect to the growth process for a student during a marching band season.  Not only is this a wonderful artistic experience, but we also believe that our marching band is a positively life changing experience in the areas of discipline, leadership, responsibility, commitment, determination, and the list goes on and on.  High-profile events such as these, also allow students to learn from watching and listening to some of the finest groups in the country.  When we travel to events such as these, though, we want students to realize that they can be just as successful in life and academics as they are in band, regardless of how rough it may be at home.  Particularly, at our school, this is a very important lesson.  Our success with our marching band builds our students’ confidence that they can achieve in all areas of life.  


Students will be travelling on charter buses and will be staying at a community center in Clearwater, Florida.  We are using the same type of facilities and schedule as we did in 2004, the last time we attended this regional.  The buses will be paid for by a $150 trip fee (this goes to the cost of all trips including parades and other competitions) and various fundraising activities.  The trip will be well-chaperoned adhering to board guidelines.  This experience will take place during fall break so no school will be missed.

Recommended Motion:
I move that we approve the performance for the North Hardin Marching Band at the BOA Florida Regional Competition and the use of charter buses

