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PLACEMENT DECISIONS
SECTION 1.

PLACEMENT DECISIONS

To the maximum extent appropriate, children with disabilities, including children in public or private institutions or other care facilities, are educated with children who are not disabled.  All services and educational placements must be individually determined in the light of each child's unique abilities and needs, to reasonably promote educational progress.

The HCSD shall ensure that special classes, separate schooling or other removal of children with disabilities from the regular education environment occurs only if education in the regular education environment with the use of supplementary aids and services cannot be satisfactorily achieved due to the nature or severity of the disability.

Continuum of Alternative Placements

The HCSD makes available a continuum of alternative placements to meet the specially designed instruction and related services needs of children with disabilities. The continuum of placement alternatives:

1.
includes, but is not limited to, instruction in regular classes, special classes, special schools, home instruction, and instruction in hospitals and institutions;

2.
makes provision for supplementary services (such as resource or itinerant instruction) to be provided in conjunction with regular class placement; and 

3.
is available to the extent necessary to implement the IEP for each child with a disability.

(NOTE: "Makes available" does not mean that each alternative placement is located within the geographic boundaries of the HCSD.)  

The continuum of placement alternatives available includes instruction conducted in:

1.
Types of classes:


a.
regular education;


b.
special education;


c.
vocational education;

2.
Types of schools and facilities:

a.
regular school;

b.
special day school;

c. residential school;

d. hospital; and

e. home.

ARC Determination of Placement

In determining the educational placement of a child with a disability, the HCSD shall ensure that the placement decision is made by the ARC in conformity with the least restrictive environment provisions. 

A child’s placement shall be: 

1.
determined at least annually;

2. based on the child’s IEP; and

3. as close as possible to the school the child would attend if not disabled. 

Unless the IEP of a child with a disability requires some other arrangement, the child shall be educated in the school that he would attend if nondisabled.   The ARC specifies any modifications or adaptations that are necessary for the participation of the child in the educational programs or services in the IEP.

In selecting the least restrictive environment, consideration shall be given to any potential harmful effects on the child or on the quality of services that he needs.

A child with a disability shall not be removed from education in age-appropriate regular classrooms solely because of needed modifications in the general curriculum.

The ARC specifies any modifications or adaptations that are necessary for the participation of the student in the educational environment to implement the IEP.  When appropriate, such changes may include, for example:

1.
changing the physical environment (e.g., preferential seating, special lighting);

2.
using supplementary aids and services (e.g., large print books);

3.
reorganizing staff patterns (e.g., adding an instructional aide, changing teacher assignments);

4.
implementing different modes of instruction (e.g., whole language approach, cooperative learning, behavioral instruction, modeling);

5.
making adaptations to the curricula (e.g., learning strategies, social skills); or

6.
training personnel (e.g., special instruction techniques, positive behavior interventions, strategies, etc.).
Change in Placement/Services

Change of placement/services decisions are subject to established ARC procedures based on placement in the least restrictive environment.  An ARC makes changes of service decisions consistent with these procedures.  Change in services includes:

1.
Initiation of or changes in specially designed instruction and related services;

2.
Changes in specially designed instructional setting (e.g., regular class to resource class; resource to special class, shortened school day);

3.
Return to full-time regular education services due to concluding specially designed instruction and related services;

4.
Disciplinary removals as defined in Procedural Safeguards;

5.
Graduation;

6.
Certificate of completion prior to aging out; and

7. Aging out.

For a child whose eligibility terminates under Change in Placement/Services #6 or #7 immediately above, the HCSD shall provide the student with a summary of his/her academic achievement and functional performance, which shall include recommendations on how to assist the child in meeting his/her postsecondary goals.

Shortened School Day

The ARC determines any variation of the length of the school day for a student with a disability by reviewing the IEP and making recommendations based on that review. The HCSD Representative must inform the DoSE if an ARC determines that a child has a disability whose condition warrants less than a full day attendance.  The DoSE must submit the “Notice of Shortened School Day” form to the HCSD Board for approval.  The DoSE will notify the DECS of this local board decision.

Release from Special Education and Related Services

A reevaluation, which may consist of a review of existing data, shall be conducted before determining the student is no longer a student with a disability.

During a review of the IEP, if the ARC determines all of the goals and objectives have been achieved, then the ARC decides if the student continues to need specially designed instruction and related services.  The ARC uses the IEP, transition plan, portfolio information, progress data, reevaluation information, regular education program information (e.g., environmental demands, ranges of functioning), to answer the following questions to determine if a student no longer needs special education and related services.

1.
Is the current functioning level of the student within the performance range of similar age peers without disabilities?

2.
Does the student have strategies, skills, and behaviors needed to achieve education expectations and to cope with the demands of the regular education program and environment?

3.
Can the regular education program accommodate the student through services available to similar age peers in the regular education program who are not disabled?

If the ARC answers “no” to any of the questions, the ARC reviews and revises the IEP, then makes a placement decision and documents the reasons and the decision on the Conference Summary Report.

If the ARC answers “yes” to all of the questions, the ARC concludes the student no longer needs special education and related services and documents the reasons and the decision on the Conference Summary Report.
A student is released when an ARC determines the student no longer needs specially designed instruction and related services.  This means the ARC determines that the student:

1.
Can function in the regular education program without specially designed instruction and related services; and

2.
Has reached an educational achievement level which falls within the expected performance range for the course of study followed by similar age non-disabled peers; that is, the disability no longer adversely affects their education; or

3.
Is no longer identified as educationally disabled (e.g., student who has had surgery to correct vision or hearing problems, those students whose misarticulations have been corrected).

Each student released by the ARC is returned to the class, school and location where he or she would be if not disabled and in need of specially designed instruction and related services.

Graduation

Graduates means a youth completes the established program of study leading to the receipt of a diploma and therefore leaves the school system.

At the annual review meeting prior to a youth’s expected graduation date, the ARC:

1.
Reviews the youth’s progress in the current program;

2.
Reviews and revises the transition plan and IEP, if appropriate;

3.
Determines if the youth meets, or is scheduled to complete at the conclusion of the coming school year, the requirements for graduation;

4.
Determines any support or assistance the youth needs for successful participation in the commencement ceremonies (diploma in Braille, wheelchair access, etc.); and

5.
Documents on the meeting summary, or IEP as appropriate, all decisions of the committee.

Graduation is a change in services in that the eligibility for special education and related services ceases upon program completion.  A student’s graduation is subject to notice requirements according to procedure in Chapter VII, Procedural Safeguards.  However, there is no requirement for a reevaluation prior to this change in placement.

Completion of Non-Diploma (Certificate) Program

A student with a disability who is prevented by a cognitive impairment from meeting the same criteria for graduation as youth without disabilities and who meets the criteria for an alternative portfolio is issued a certificate of program completion upon completing a program designed by the ARC.

At the annual review meeting prior to a youth’s expected graduation date, the ARC:

1.
Reviews the youth’s progress in the current program;

2.
Reviews, and revises the transition plan and IEP, if appropriate:

3.
Schedules a reevaluation (if the student is not also aging out) and meets again to review results and determine completion of program;

4.
Determines any support or assistance the youth needs for successful participation in the commencement ceremonies; and

5.
Documents on the meeting summary all decision of the committee.

School completion with a certificate of completion, and not a diploma, is a change of placement that requires a reevaluation.  If the youth is not also “aging out”, specific decisions must be documented by the ARC that the youth has completed his public school education, and it must be realized that the youth could return to school until aging out.

The youth participates in commencement exercises according to school commencement procedures and receives a certificate of completion with no distinction regarding disability made in the ceremony.

Release Due to Aging Out

Ages out means the age of the youth exceeds the mandated service age for a free appropriate public education and the school district is no longer required to provide special education and related services to the youth.  This is a change of placement, however, a reevaluation is not required.

A youth may finish the semester in which he/she turns twenty-one (21).
SECTION 2.

CLASS SIZE/CASELOAD

Special Class Caseload
The HCSD shall provide special education according to caseload for special classes (self-contained) for each child with a disability as follows:

1.
emotional-behavior disability is eight (8);

2.
functional mental disability is ten (10);

3. hearing impairment is six (6);

4. mild mental disability for primary is fifteen (15) and for secondary is fifteen (15);


5. 
multiple disabilities is ten (10);

6.
orthopedic impairment is sixteen (16);

7.
other health impairment is sixteen (16);

8.
specific learning disability for primary is ten (10) and for secondary is fifteen (15); and 

9. visual impairment is ten (10).

Resource Class Size Per Period

The HCSD shall provide special education according to class size (per period, block or specified length of time set by the individual schools) for resource classes for each child with a disability as follows:

1.
emotional-behavior disability is eight (8);

2.
functional mental disability is eight (8);

3.
hearing impairment is eight (8);

4.
mild mental disability is ten (10);

5.
multiple disabilities is eight (8);

6.
orthopedic impairment is ten (10);

7.
other health impairment is ten (10);

8. specific learning disability is ten (10); and 

9. visual impairment is eight (8).

Children with disabilities that meet the definition of autism; deaf-blindness; developmental delay for ages six (6), seven (7), and eight (8); and traumatic brain injury shall be served in regular classes, special classes, or resource classes as determined by the ARC.

If a teacher of exceptional children provides services through the collaborative model, the maximum caseload shall not exceed twenty (20) children with disabilities for secondary, and fifteen (15) children with disabilities for primary.

Primary is defined as grades K through six (6).  Secondary is defined as grades seven (7) through twelve (12).  However, if a building contains grades six (6) through eight (8) on one campus, then these grades would be considered primary.  

Case Load For Resource Teachers  

Caseload for resource teachers refers to maximum number of student records for whom a teacher can be assigned.  The HCSD shall make those assignments based on the following:

1.
emotional-behavioral disability is fifteen (15);

2. functional mental disability is ten (10);

3. hearing impairment is eight (8);

4. mild mental disability for primary is fifteen (15) and for secondary is twenty (20);

5. multiple disabilities is ten (10);

6. orthopedic impairment is twenty (20);

7. other health impairment is twenty (20); 

8. specific learning disability for primary is fifteen (15) and for secondary is twenty (20); and,

9. visual impairment is ten (10). 

Pursuant to KRS 157.360, if caseload for special classes or class size for resource classes exceeds the maximum specified in this section for thirty (30) days, the HCSD shall submit a waiver request to the Kentucky Department of Education.
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