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AMENDED FEDERAL CONSENT DECREE OF 1971 AMENDED FEDERAL CONSENT DECREE OF 1971 
(AMENDED 1987, 2008)(AMENDED 1987, 2008)

1. As provided by KRS 156.070, the State Board of Education, 
under its general powers and duties, has the management 
and control of the common schools. It is the judgment of the 
court that this responsibility and control cannot be avoided or 
relegated to the Kentucky High School Athletic Association and 
that the Board is accountable to see that the Kentucky High 
School Athletic Association, acting in a ministerial capacity, shall 
observe the requirements of the law in fostering and encouraging 
the participation in athletics of all who desire to so participate 
irrespective of race or color. Such participants shall be given 
a full and equal opportunity to have positions and places of 
responsibility in the high school athletic program in all its phases.

2. The Kentucky High School Athletic Association shall continue under 
its rules and by-laws in the structure of its present organization 
subject to the directives of this decree.

3. The constitution and by-laws of the Kentucky High School Athletic 
Association shall be changed and modifi ed as follows:
(a) The members of the Board of Control shall be elected for a 

period of four years as now provided. There shall be 12 members 
of the Board of Control, at least two of which shall be black, and 
at least two of which shall be female.

(b) The Commission shall be composed of a Commissioner and 
four or fi ve Assistant Commissioners, at least one of which shall 
be black and at least one of which shall be female.

(c) The Delegate Assembly shall not be limited in its membership 
to Principals of accredited secondary schools of good standing 
in the Kentucky High School Athletic Association, but shall be 
composed of Administrators, Principals or faculty members of 
schools or school systems. While it is not practical to require 
a percentage of blacks to be named as Delegates, the districts 
shall bear in mind that a reasonable proportion of the Delegate 
Assembly shall be blacks.

(d) Where the use of registered offi cials is required, the offi cials 
for each athletic contest in football, basketball and baseball 
shall be selected and shall be given to the schools involved 
at a reasonable time before the contest. Any head coach 
who objects to the selection of a certain offi cial or offi cials to 
serve in contests in which his team will participate shall have 
a right to fi le a written protest with the Commission if fi led a 
reasonable time before the contest. What is a reasonable time 
to be determined by the Commission. The Commission shall 
have a right to make any changes as it deems appropriate and 
in the best interest of the sport. It is recognized that to make 
out such a schedule is a very involved and tedious task and the 
Commission shall have authority to employ any assistance as it 
feels proper, subject, of course, to its supervision.

4. The Association shall establish a list of qualifi ed offi cials to 
offi ciate in all high school sports and shall require that only such 
offi cials may offi ciate in interscholastic athletic competition. It 
may classify offi cials as Level 1, Level 2 and Level 3 and in so 
doing may adopt the standards now employed by the Association.

5. Pursuant to paragraph 5 of the original Decree herein fi led 
Kentucky High School Athletic Association was required to 
take affi rmative action to recruit black offi cials in the sports of 
basketball, football and baseball and was further required to report 
to the court within 60 days from the date of the original Decree 
concerning such action. An affi davit has been fi led in the record 
herein on November 15, 1971, showing the results of such action. 
Kentucky High School Athletic Association shall make available to 
all persons so recruited academic and practical training, including 
participation as offi cials in practice, junior varsity and similar 
contests. The objective shall be to cause such persons to become 
fully qualifi ed to participate as offi cials in varsity contests as soon 
as practicable.

6. The Second Amended Answer of defendants, Kentucky High School 
Athletic Association and Ted Sanford, pleading the amendment of 
Article IV, Section 2(a) of the Constitution of Kentucky High School 
Athletic Association be and it is hereby ordered fi led and entered 
of record herein.

7. Plaintiffs herein represent of record all blacks constituting a class 
so numerous to make it impracticable to bring them before this 

court. The questions of law and fact affecting the rights of those 
plaintiffs raised herein by pleadings and proof are common to all 
blacks and are typical of the claim of the class of blacks. Therefore 
plaintiffs herein represent of record as a class all blacks as a whole.
The Court is fully aware that at this date the high school football 

season is well advanced and it is not practicable to undertake to 
invoke the changes directed by this decree to apply to the high 
school football contests. The football season may proceed to its 
ultimate conclusion under the plan now in effect as provided by 
the Kentucky High School Athletic Association Constitution, Bylaws 
and tournament Rules 1970-71. In all other respects this decree is 
effective as of the date it is signed by the Court.


