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POWERS AND DUTIES OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION 01.421 

Public Participation in Open Meetings 

The Board shall conduct its meetings in a manner which engenders public confidence and 

provides for full discussion of the issues and for the input and exchange of ideas in a reasonable 

manner to the end that appropriate decisions will be reached. 

PUBLIC ATTENDANCE 

The Board shall comply with the Kentucky Revised Statutes in the conduct of its meetings. All 

regular and special Board meetings shall be open to the public and the news media. The public 

shall be given notice of the time and place of Board meetings via the news media.  No person 

may be required to identify himself in order to attend any such meeting.1  

EXCEPTION 

The Chairperson shall be responsible for the orderly conduct of the meeting and shall rule on 

such matters as the time to be allowed for public discussion, the appropriateness of the subject 

being presented, and the suitability of the time for such presentation. The Board, as a whole, 

shall have the final decision in determining the appropriateness of all such rulings. The 

Chairperson may impose conditions upon attendance at a given meeting only if such conditions 

are required for the maintenance of order.1 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION/SPEAKERS 

Recognizing its responsibility to conduct the business of the school District in an orderly and 

efficient manner, the Board shall require reasonable controls for public presentations to the 

Board. Persons wishing to address the Board must first be recognized by the Chairperson. 

Members of the public may be given time to voice opinions or express concerns. The 

Chairperson may require the name and address of the speaker.  

Public viewpoint shall be recorded in the minutes if the speaker provides the Board secretary 

with a copy of his/her remarks. 

1. Any person or persons wishing to present a matter to the Board shall register with the 

secretary of the Board prior to the meeting. The speaker’s name, subject of the 

presentation, and if the presentation is taking a position for or against the subject of the 

presentation, shall be stated at that time. 

2. Undue interruption or other interference with the orderly conduct of Board business 

cannot be allowed. Defamatory or abusive remarks are always out of order. The 

Chairperson may terminate the speaker's participation if, after being called to order, the 

speaker persists in improper conduct or remarks.  

3. A maximum of ten (10) speakers per meeting will be allowed to speak. 

4. The first three (3) speakers to register shall be able to present after Recognitions and 

Resolutions in the Board agenda.  All other speakers will be able to present to the 

Board after Board Reports, Requests and Planning Calendar in the Board agenda.  

5. Speakers shall be limited to a maximum of three (3) minutes each and may not share 

these minutes with any other speaker; however, persons with medically recognized 

disabilities who are entitled to a reasonable accommodation under the Americans with 
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Disabilities Act (ADA) shall be given an additional minute to speak. The Board shall 

reserve the right to limit, extend, or terminate discussion on any subject.  

6. The period to register begins the next business day after the prior regularly scheduled 

BoE meeting during regular business hours and ends at 4:00 PM of the day before the 

next regularly scheduled meeting in which the person intends to speak or once ten (10) 

persons have registered to speak for said meeting. 

7. No more than three (3) persons may speak with the same position on any one topic 

before the Board at any meeting (i.e., six (6) persons can speak on one topic before the 

Board at a particular meeting, three (3) in support and three (3) against); 

8. Any materials presented to the Board shall be forwarded prior to or following all Board 

meetings to the secretary for dissemination purposes. Materials intended for 

consideration by the Board may be left with the secretary at the time of registration. 

9. Speakers before the entire Board are not allowed to use props, displays, or any other 

objects during their presentations. However, informational handouts may be given to 

the Board Secretary and distributed in accordance with policy. 

10. Persons within the audience are allowed to have signs in the Board chambers that are 

no larger than 8 ½ x 11 inches. However, such signs may not be attached to any sort of 

stick and must be displayed in a manner that does not inhibit others from viewing the 

Board meeting. 

11. Speakers may not engage in electioneering or the endorsement or promotion of any 

commercial product or service cannot be allowed.  

NEWS MEDIA REPRESENTATIVES 

All news media representatives will be encouraged to attend Board meetings. Prior to each 

meeting, the Superintendent shall notify the media as to the major business to be conducted and 

the time and place of the meeting. News media coverage, including but not limited to recording 

and broadcasting, shall be permitted and encouraged at all regular and special Board meetings. In 

accordance with Kentucky open meetings laws, news media shall not be permitted to attend 

executive sessions of the Board. The Board, through the Superintendent/designee, shall make 

available meeting announcements and reports to keep the public informed as to the plans and 

activities of the school system. 

REFERENCE: 

1KRS 61.840 

RELATED POLICIES: 

01.45; 10.2 

Adopted/Amended: 05/28/2013 

Order #:  2013-087  
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Public Participation in Open Meetings 

The Board shall conduct its meetings in a manner which engenders public confidence and 

provides for full discussion of the issues and for the input and exchange of ideas in a reasonable 

manner to the end that appropriate decisions will be reached. 

PUBLIC ATTENDANCE 

The Board shall comply with the Kentucky Revised Statutes in the conduct of its meetings. All 

regular and special Board meetings shall be open to the public and the news media. The public 

shall be given notice of the time and place of Board meetings via the news media.  No person 

may be required to identify himself in order to attend any such meeting.1  

EXCEPTION 

The Chairperson shall be responsible for the orderly conduct of the meeting and shall rule on 

such matters as the time to be allowed for public discussion, the appropriateness of the subject 

being presented, and the suitability of the time for such presentation. The Board, as a whole, 

shall have the final decision in determining the appropriateness of all such rulings. The 

Chairperson may impose conditions upon attendance at a given meeting only if such conditions 

are required for the maintenance of order.1 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION/SPEAKERS 

Recognizing its responsibility to conduct the business of the school District in an orderly and 

efficient manner, the Board shall require reasonable controls for public presentations to the 

Board. Persons wishing to address the Board must first be recognized by the Chairperson. 

Members of the public may be given time to voice opinions or express concerns. The 

Chairperson may require the name and address of the speaker.  

Public viewpoint shall be recorded in the minutes if the speaker provides the Board secretary 

with a copy of his/her remarks. 

1. Any person or persons wishing to present a matter to the Board shall register with the 

secretary of the Board prior to the meeting. The speaker’s name, subject of the 

presentation, and if the presentation is taking a position for or against the subject of the 

presentation, shall be stated at that time. 

2. Undue interruption or other interference with the orderly conduct of Board business 

cannot be allowed. Defamatory or abusive remarks are always out of order. The 

Chairperson may terminate the speaker's participation if, after being called to order, the 

speaker persists in improper conduct or remarks.  

3. Speakers shall be limited to a maximum of three (3) minutes each and may not share 

these minutes with any other speaker; however, persons with medically recognized 

disabilities who are entitled to a reasonable accommodation under the Americans with 

Disabilities Act (ADA) shall be given an additional minute to speak. The Board shall 

reserve the right to limit, extend, or terminate discussion on any subject.  

4. Any materials presented to the Board shall be forwarded prior to or following all Board 

meetings to the secretary for dissemination purposes.  
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5. Speakers before the entire Board are not allowed to use props, displays, or any other 

objects during their presentations. However, informational handouts may be given to 

the Board Secretary and distributed in accordance with policy. 

6. Persons within the audience are allowed to have signs in the Board chambers that are 

no larger than 8 ½ x 11 inches. However, such signs may not be attached to any sort of 

stick and must be displayed in a manner that does not inhibit others from viewing the 

Board meeting. 

7. Speakers may not engage in electioneering or the endorsement or promotion of any 

commercial product or service cannot be allowed.  

NEWS MEDIA REPRESENTATIVES 

All news media representatives will be encouraged to attend Board meetings. Prior to each 

meeting, the Superintendent shall notify the media as to the major business to be conducted and 

the time and place of the meeting. News media coverage, including but not limited to recording 

and broadcasting, shall be permitted and encouraged at all regular and special Board meetings. In 

accordance with Kentucky open meetings laws, news media shall not be permitted to attend 

executive sessions of the Board. The Board, through the Superintendent/designee, shall make 

available meeting announcements and reports to keep the public informed as to the plans and 

activities of the school system. 

REFERENCE: 

1KRS 61.840 

RELATED POLICIES: 

01.45; 10.2 

Adopted/Amended: 05/28/2013 

Order #:  2013-087          
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