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SPENCER COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS

207 West Main Street  • Taylorsville, KY 40071
(502) 477-3250

Fax (502) 477-3259

To:  Spencer County Board of Education

From:  Mark Thomas

Date: 3-20-17

Subject:  Propane Bus – Pros and Cons

Upon completing online research, an informational webinar, and contacting four school districts, the following is a compilation summary of common “pros and cons” discovered:

	Pros for Propane Buses
	Cons for Propane Buses

	Cheaper fuel (propane is currently about half the cost per gallon compared to diesel)
	Cost of putting in a fueling station (estimated at $15,000) / Location for the fueling station? 

	Has cleaner emissions
	Less mpg (miles per gallon) compared to diesel engines – 3-4 mpg with propane compared to 8-10 mpg with diesel

	Runs quieter than the diesel engine
	Need to fuel the propane bus everyday

	Cheaper engine replacement (given a cost estimate of $5000)
	Can’t use on longer field trips (can only travel around 320 miles on a “full” tank 

	Lower maintenance costs (uses less oil and oil filters)
	Can only fill the propane tank at 80%

	No need for D.E.F. (Diesel Exhaust Fluid is required to meet EPA standards) – cost is $1.50 per gallon, consists of approximately 2% of fuel usage 
	Downshifts a lot when running on roads such as interstates (mechanic concern from a district contacted)

	Possible grants to support purchasing 
	Propane buses cost approximately $3000 more than diesel buses


*Districts contacted:  Crittenden County (13 propane buses), Trimble County (1 propane bus), Allen County (3 propane bus), Bullitt County (no propane buses, researched the possibility of adding them to their fleet)
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