STUDENTS
09.121

Entrance Age

Preschool

In accordance with appropriate state and federal legal requirements, any child who has been identified as disabled, and who is three (3) or four (4) years of age, by August 1 of the current year, shall be eligible for a free and appropriate preschool education and related services.

Children at risk of educational failure who are four (4) by August 1 may enter preschool. All other four (4)‑year‑ old children shall be served to the extent placements are available.1
Primary School

A child who becomes five (5) by August 1 may enter primary school and may advance through the primary program without regard to age in accordance with KRS 158.031.  A child who is six (6) years of age, or who may become six (6) years of age by August 1, shall attend public school or qualify for an exemption as provided by KRS 159.030.3
The district may advance a student through the primary program when it is determined that it is in the best educational interest of the student. A student who is at least five (5) years of age, but less than six (6) years of age on or before August 1st, may be enrolled in the second level of the primary program (first grade), if the student is determined to have acquired the academic and social skills taught in kindergarten in accordance with the process established by Kentucky Board of Education administrative regulation.5
Early Entrance to Kindergarten
Resident students who turn five (5) years of age between or on August 2nd to October 1st will be eligible to enroll in the first level of the primary program (kindergarten) provided they meet the criteria established by the Board. Requests for testing must be made, using the Petition for Early Enrollment Form (09.121 AP.21) provided on the District website, by June 1st for the upcoming school year.  The completed Petition for Early Enrollment Form (09.121 AP.21) shall be submitted to the District Superintendent/designee by August 1st of the current school year for the Board’s consideration for approval.
Students who successfully complete the first level of the primary program (kindergarten) in the Pikeville Independent Schools will automatically qualify for level two of the primary program, first grade.

Criteria for Early Entrance
Parents/guardians may petition the Board to allow their child to enter school earlier than permitted under statutory age requirements. On receipt of a petition, the District shall conduct an evaluation process to help determine a student’s readiness to engage in and benefit from early entry to school. 
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(Continued)

Entrance Age
Criteria for Early Entrance (continued)

Assessment protocol and acceptance criteria for enrollment in the first level of the primary program (kindergarten) or second level of the primary program (first grade) shall address the following areas:

1. Academic Skills/Cognitive Development;

2. Language Development
3. Physical Development;
4. Self-Help/Social-Emotional Development; and

5. Considerations may include availability of space and funding.

Proof of Age

Upon enrollment for the first time in any elementary or secondary school, a student or student's parent shall provide either a certified copy of the student's birth certificate or other reliable proof of the student's identity and age and an affidavit of the inability to produce a copy of the birth certificate.4
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