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I	
  have	
  received	
  several	
  communications	
  from	
  parents	
  of	
  children	
  at	
  Phoenix	
  School	
  of	
  Discovery	
  who	
  are	
  
classified	
  as	
  having	
  a	
  moderate	
  or	
  severe	
  disability	
  (or,	
  MSD).	
  These	
  parent	
  are	
  quite	
  upset	
  about	
  changes	
  
coming	
  to	
  Phoenix	
  that	
  will	
  require	
  moving	
  MSD	
  children	
  to	
  a	
  different	
  school,	
  and	
  the	
  fact	
  that	
  parents	
  
of	
  MSD	
  students	
  have	
  not	
  been	
  consulted	
  or	
  informed	
  of	
  these	
  changes.	
  
	
  
It	
  seems	
  that	
  parents	
  of	
  other	
  (non-­‐MSD)	
  children	
  at	
  Phoenix	
  received	
  a	
  letter	
  from	
  Principal	
  Ken	
  Moeller	
  
informing	
  them	
  of	
  the	
  coming	
  changes.	
  However,	
  it	
  seems	
  that	
  parents	
  of	
  MSD	
  children	
  did	
  not	
  receive	
  
the	
  letter,	
  and	
  were	
  not	
  informed	
  that	
  their	
  children	
  would	
  not	
  be	
  able	
  to	
  return	
  to	
  Phoenix.	
  
	
  
Based	
  on	
  what	
  I	
  believe	
  to	
  be	
  credible	
  information	
  provided	
  to	
  me	
  by	
  a	
  parent,	
  it	
  appears	
  the	
  decision	
  to	
  
move	
  MSD	
  children	
  from	
  Phoenix	
  was	
  made	
  in	
  late	
  September	
  at	
  the	
  latest.	
  However,	
  parents	
  of	
  MSD	
  
children	
  were	
  never	
  informed	
  by	
  anyone	
  in	
  JCPS	
  that	
  their	
  children	
  would	
  not	
  be	
  allowed	
  to	
  return	
  to	
  
Phoenix.	
  It	
  is	
  unclear	
  if	
  the	
  parents	
  would	
  have	
  been	
  informed	
  at	
  all	
  before	
  the	
  end	
  of	
  the	
  school	
  year	
  had	
  
they	
  not	
  pieced	
  together	
  this	
  conclusion	
  themselves.	
  
	
  
Dr.	
  Hargens	
  has	
  recently	
  communicated	
  to	
  the	
  Board	
  that	
  no	
  child	
  will	
  be	
  sent	
  away	
  from	
  Phoenix	
  and	
  
that	
  no	
  decision	
  about	
  the	
  future	
  of	
  Phoenix	
  has	
  been	
  made.	
  However,	
  this	
  seems	
  to	
  be	
  contradicted	
  by	
  
Principal	
  Moeller's	
  letter	
  which	
  states	
  that	
  "Students	
  with	
  less	
  than	
  a	
  2.5	
  GPA,	
  less	
  than	
  90%	
  attendance,	
  
or	
  any	
  out	
  of	
  school	
  suspensions	
  will	
  be	
  placed	
  on	
  probationary	
  status."	
  This	
  seems	
  intended	
  to	
  send	
  
some	
  kids	
  away,	
  otherwise	
  there	
  would	
  be	
  no	
  need	
  for	
  these	
  guidelines.	
  
	
  
Dr.	
  Hargens	
  also	
  recently	
  communicated	
  to	
  the	
  Board	
  that	
  the	
  ECE	
  Department	
  should	
  have	
  been	
  
involved	
  in	
  the	
  process.	
  However,	
  I	
  must	
  ask	
  why	
  ECE	
  was	
  not	
  involved	
  from	
  the	
  very	
  beginning.	
  This	
  
was	
  extremely	
  poor	
  judgment	
  and	
  reflects	
  very	
  poorly	
  on	
  the	
  administration.	
  Dr.	
  Hargens	
  also	
  recently	
  
stated	
  to	
  the	
  Board	
  that	
  "Apparently	
  there	
  were	
  attempts	
  to	
  include	
  [ECE].	
  It	
  will	
  now	
  be	
  insistence."	
  I	
  
must	
  also	
  question	
  why	
  involving	
  ECE	
  was	
  not	
  an	
  insistence	
  from	
  the	
  beginning.	
  
	
  
The	
  desire	
  to	
  relocation	
  MSD	
  students	
  seems	
  to	
  be	
  partly	
  a	
  result	
  of	
  closing	
  Myers	
  Middle	
  School	
  a	
  few	
  
years	
  ago.	
  However,	
  why	
  should	
  ECE	
  families	
  be	
  forced	
  to	
  relocate	
  due	
  to	
  what	
  appears	
  to	
  have	
  been	
  
poor	
  planning	
  by	
  the	
  district	
  for	
  the	
  consequences	
  of	
  closing	
  Myers?	
  It	
  may	
  well	
  the	
  case,	
  as	
  Dr.	
  Zeitz	
  
states	
  in	
  her	
  letter,	
  that	
  "The	
  ideal	
  setting	
  for	
  your	
  [MSD]	
  children	
  …	
  [is]	
  a	
  comprehensive	
  (A1)	
  school."	
  
However,	
  if	
  this	
  is	
  the	
  case	
  then	
  why	
  did	
  JCPS	
  decide	
  not	
  to	
  place	
  these	
  ECE	
  children	
  in	
  an	
  A1	
  school	
  to	
  
begin	
  with.	
  
	
  
There	
  are	
  several	
  things	
  about	
  this	
  situation	
  that	
  I	
  find	
  deeply	
  concerning.	
  Here	
  is	
  a	
  partial	
  list.	
  
	
  
1.	
  MSD	
  parents	
  have	
  had	
  no	
  input	
  into	
  the	
  assignment	
  of	
  their	
  children	
  for	
  next	
  year.	
  
	
  
2.	
  MSD	
  parents	
  were	
  never	
  proactively	
  informed	
  about	
  the	
  reassignment	
  of	
  their	
  children	
  and	
  only	
  found	
  
out	
  through	
  happenstance.	
  Whether	
  or	
  not	
  JCPS	
  would	
  have	
  ever	
  informed	
  them	
  before	
  the	
  end	
  of	
  the	
  
year	
  is	
  unclear.	
  
	
  
3.	
  This	
  is	
  now	
  February	
  7	
  and	
  JCPS	
  apparently	
  still	
  has	
  no	
  plans	
  for	
  where	
  these	
  MSD	
  children	
  will	
  
attend	
  school	
  next	
  year.	
  
	
  



	
  

	
  

4.	
  Some	
  if	
  not	
  all	
  parents	
  of	
  MSD	
  kids	
  at	
  Phoenix	
  chose	
  the	
  school	
  because	
  there	
  would	
  be	
  no	
  transition	
  
from	
  middle	
  to	
  high	
  school.	
  They	
  are	
  now	
  facing	
  a	
  much	
  more	
  traumatic	
  transition.	
  
	
  
5.	
  A	
  staff	
  person	
  at	
  Phoenix	
  appears	
  to	
  have	
  provided	
  inaccurate	
  information	
  to	
  MSD	
  parents	
  and	
  to	
  me.	
  
	
  
6.	
  I	
  believe	
  this	
  is	
  profoundly	
  poor	
  planning	
  on	
  the	
  part	
  of	
  JCPS,	
  and	
  we	
  seem	
  to	
  have	
  shown	
  no	
  
understanding	
  of	
  the	
  unique	
  challenges	
  of	
  MSD	
  kids	
  and	
  parents,	
  causing	
  us	
  to	
  make	
  decisions	
  that	
  I	
  feel	
  
are	
  deeply	
  inconsiderate	
  at	
  the	
  very	
  least.	
  
	
  
7.	
  As	
  a	
  Board	
  Member	
  who	
  must	
  represent	
  the	
  best	
  interests	
  of	
  my	
  constituents,	
  I	
  feel	
  the	
  lack	
  of	
  
communication	
  with	
  me	
  and	
  other	
  board	
  members	
  regarding	
  these	
  changes	
  has	
  been	
  unacceptable.	
  
	
  
8.	
  The	
  impending	
  changes	
  at	
  Phoenix	
  appear	
  to	
  require	
  Board	
  approval,	
  yet	
  the	
  Board	
  was	
  not	
  informed	
  
in	
  the	
  least	
  and	
  only	
  found	
  out	
  through	
  happenstance.	
  This	
  is	
  unacceptable	
  for	
  many	
  reasons,	
  not	
  the	
  
least	
  of	
  which	
  is	
  that	
  it	
  makes	
  it	
  impossible	
  for	
  Board	
  Members	
  to	
  represent	
  their	
  constituents	
  to	
  the	
  best	
  
of	
  our	
  ability.	
  
	
  
This	
  entire	
  process	
  reflects	
  very	
  poorly	
  on	
  the	
  district	
  and	
  on	
  you	
  in	
  particular,	
  Dr.	
  Hargens.	
  I	
  am	
  deeply	
  
saddened	
  for	
  our	
  MSD	
  students	
  and	
  parents	
  at	
  Phoenix.	
  I	
  was	
  not	
  elected	
  to	
  represent	
  a	
  school	
  district	
  
that	
  treats	
  some	
  of	
  our	
  most	
  vulnerable	
  students	
  with	
  profound	
  disrespect.	
  
	
  
In	
  my	
  recent	
  campaign,	
  we	
  knocked	
  on	
  over	
  13,000	
  doors,	
  and	
  I	
  knocked	
  on	
  over	
  5,000	
  of	
  them	
  myself.	
  
The	
  most	
  frequent	
  thing	
  we	
  heard	
  from	
  people	
  is	
  that	
  they	
  don’t	
  trust	
  JCPS	
  and	
  that	
  they	
  don’t	
  think	
  this	
  
administration	
  is	
  open,	
  honest,	
  and	
  forthcoming	
  with	
  the	
  public.	
  It	
  is	
  precisely	
  these	
  types	
  of	
  instances	
  
that	
  have	
  created	
  this	
  impression	
  in	
  our	
  community.	
  JCPS	
  is	
  suffering	
  a	
  crisis	
  of	
  credibility	
  that	
  we	
  all	
  
must	
  work	
  hard	
  to	
  address,	
  not	
  through	
  PR	
  but	
  through	
  making	
  meaningful	
  changes.	
  Those	
  meaningful	
  
changes	
  must	
  start	
  now.	
  








