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Who we are

Theessential, indispensablemember of
any team addressing education policy.
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What we do

We believe In the power déarning
from experienceand we know
iInformed policymakers create

better education policy.
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How we do It

RESEARCH

CONVENE
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Charter School Basics

43 States + Washington D.C. have charter school
laws
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Charter School Basics

What are charter schools?

Public schools
Public funding
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Charter School Basics

What are charters?
ACharter = contract

AAllows school to have autonomy,
exempts school from most state rules
ATypical contract provisions:
EGoverning requirements
EOperations
ETeacher issues
EPerformance standards and expectations
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Charter School Basics

What are charters?
Alnitial charters typically 3-5 years
ARenewed periodically

AAuthorizers approval, renew
charters
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Charter School Basics

Who may apply?
AMost states allow many groups
E- EAEECAT d OITA T 0O I
Al OEOU | AU APDPI U Al

ETypically: nonsectarian, nonprofit
organizations; universities; groups of
teachers or parents

AA few states prohibit for-profit
organizations
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Charter School Basics

Conversion charter schools

AEXxisting schools become charter
schools

ADistrict leaders, school leaders,
parents, etc. may apply

EApproval from staff and/or parents

AMost states allow, may restrict to
low-performing schools or districts
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Charter School Basics

Who may attend?
AAnyone (sort of)

ASpecific purpose or population (at
risk youth, dual language
Immersion)

AEnrollment preference and/or
lottery
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Charter School Basics

Charter school limits

ACharter school limits in 21 states +
D.C.

ATypes of limits:
EStatewide caps (Massachusetts, ldaho

EProgressively increasing caps
(Alabama)
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Charter School Basics

Charter school limits

AOther limits:

EPopulations served (Virginia, Rhode
Island)

EGeography (Missouri)
ELimits per authorizer (Wisconsin)
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Authorizing

What are authorizers?

AOrganizations that:
EGrant charters
EOversee existing charters
EEvaluate performance
ERevoke or not renew charters

AMost states have multiple authorizers
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Authorizing

-

What are authorizers?

Authorizers by Number and Percent, 201415

HigherEducation Institution

45

4%

Independent Charterindgoard 17 2%
Local Education Agency 950 90%

Non-Education Government Entity | 3 0.3%
Not-for-profit Entity 17 2%
State Education Agency 18 2%
Total 1,050

Source: NACSAState of Charter Authorizing015, http://www.qualitycharters.org/researgiolicies/archive/socalata-in-depth-authorizerdemographics/
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Authorizing

Types of authorizers

ASchool boards/districts
E31 states
EUsually 5 or fewer charter schools

AState education agencies
E17 states
EMay be the sole authorizer
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Authorizing

Types of authorizers

Alndependent charter board
E14 states + D.C.

EStateW|de authorizing body that is
| AOEI AO OEA OOAOA

Angher education institutions
E12 states

EOften authorize schools associated with
the university in some way
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Authorizing

Types of authorizers

ANon-profit organizations
E2 states

EMinnesota: Audubon Center of the North
Woods

ANon-educational government agency
E3 states
EYl AEAT Ad )1 AEAT ADPI |
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Authorizing

#3100 XW %00
Authorizers

CC \\

1 MISSION 2 STAFF
Have a published and available mission for quality authorizing. Have staff assigned to authorizing within the organization or by
contract.
3 CONTRACTS 4 APPLICATION CRITERIA
Sign a contract with each school. Have established, documented criteria for the evaluation of charter
applications.
APPLICATION TIMELINE APPLICATION INTERVIEW
5 Publish application timelines and materials. 6 Interview all qualified charter applicants.
EXTERNAL EXPERT PANEL 5-YEAR TERM LENGTH
7 Use expert panels that include external members to review charter 8 Grant initial charter terms of five years only.
applications.
9 FINANCIAL AUDIT 10 RENEWAL CRITERIA
Require and/or examine annual, independent financial audits of its Have established renewal criteria.

charter schools.

REVOCATION CRITERIA ANNUAL REPORT

n 12

Have established revocation criteria. Provide an annual report to each school on its performance.

Source: NACSA, 12 Essential Practices, http://www.qualitycharters.org/feauthorizers/12-essentialpractices/
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Governance and Management

Governing boards

ASmall group of volunteers who
oversee the school

ASome states allow or disallow one
board to oversee multiple schools,
most states silent on the Issue
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Governance and Management

CMOs and EMOs

A Charter management organizations (CMOS)
E Nonprofit entities that manage multiple schools
EOOI OEAA OAAAE 1 £ZFEEAA £
scale

E May also provide training, professional
development, etc.

A Education management organizations
(EMOs)

E Similar to CMOs, but feprofit entities
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