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Who we are

The essential, indispensablemember of 
any team addressing education policy.



What we do

We believe in the power of learning 
from experienceand we know 
informed policymakers create 

better education policy.



How we do it

RESEARCH REPORT

CONVENE COUNSEL
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Charter School Basics

43 States + Washington D.C. have charter school 
laws



What are charter schools? 

Public schools

Public funding
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What are charters?
ÁCharter = contract
ÁAllows school to have autonomy, 

exempts school from most state rules 
ÁTypical contract provisions: 
ÈGoverning requirements
ÈOperations
ÈTeacher issues
ÈPerformance standards and expectations
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What are charters?

ÁInitial charters typically 3-5 years

ÁRenewed periodically

ÁAuthorizers approval, renew 
charters
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Who may apply?

ÁMost states allow many groups
È-ÉÃÈÉÇÁÎȡ ȰÏÎÅ ÏÒ ÍÏÒÅ ÐÅÒÓÏÎÓ ÏÒ ÁÎ 
ÅÎÔÉÔÙ ÍÁÙ ÁÐÐÌÙ ÆÏÒ Á ÃÈÁÒÔÅÒȱ

ÈTypically: nonsectarian, nonprofit 
organizations; universities; groups of 
teachers or parents

ÁA few states prohibit for-profit 
organizations
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Conversion charter schools

ÁExisting schools become charter 
schools

ÁDistrict leaders, school leaders, 
parents, etc. may apply 
ÈApproval from staff and/or parents

ÁMost states allow, may restrict to 
low-performing schools or districts
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Who may attend?

ÁAnyone (sort of)

ÁSpecific purpose or population (at-
risk youth, dual language 
immersion)

ÁEnrollment preference and/or  
lottery
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Charter school limits

ÁCharter school limits in 21 states + 
D.C. 

ÁTypes of limits:

ÈStatewide caps (Massachusetts, Idaho) 

ÈProgressively increasing caps 
(Alabama)
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Charter school limits

ÁOther limits:

ÈPopulations served (Virginia, Rhode 
Island)

ÈGeography (Missouri)

ÈLimits per authorizer (Wisconsin)
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What are authorizers?

ÁOrganizations that: 

ÈGrant charters 

ÈOversee existing charters

ÈEvaluate performance

ÈRevoke or not renew charters

ÁMost states have multiple authorizers
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What are authorizers?

Authorizers by Number and Percent, 2014-15

Authorizing

HigherEducation Institution 45 4%

Independent CharteringBoard 17 2%

Local Education Agency 950 90%

Non-Education Government Entity 3 0.3%

Not-for-profit Entity 17 2%

State Education Agency 18 2%

Total 1,050

Source: NACSA, State of Charter Authorizing, 2015, http://www.qualitycharters.org/research-policies/archive/soca-data-in-depth-authorizer-demographics/



Types of authorizers

ÁSchool boards/districts

È31 states

ÈUsually 5 or fewer charter schools

ÁState education agencies

È17 states

ÈMay be the sole authorizer
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Types of authorizers

ÁIndependent charter board
È14 states + D.C.

ÈState-wide authorizing body that is 
ÓÏÍÅÔÉÍÅÓ ÔÈÅ ÓÔÁÔÅȭÓ ÓÏÌÅ ÁÕÔÈÏÒÉÚÅÒ

ÁHigher education institutions
È12 states

ÈOften authorize schools associated with 
the university in some way
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Types of authorizers

ÁNon-profit organizations

È2 states 

ÈMinnesota: Audubon Center of the North 
Woods

ÁNon-educational government agency

È3 states

È)ÎÄÉÁÎÁȡ )ÎÄÉÁÎÁÐÏÌÉÓ -ÁÙÏÒȭÓ /ÆÆÉÃÅ
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.!#3!ȭÓ ΧΨ %ÓÓÅÎÔÉÁÌ 0ÒÁÃÔÉÃÅÓ ÆÏÒ 
Authorizers

Source: NACSA, 12 Essential Practices, http://www.qualitycharters.org/for-authorizers/12-essential-practices/
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Governing boards

ÁSmall group of volunteers who 
oversee the school

ÁSome states allow or disallow one 
board to oversee multiple schools, 
most states silent on the issue
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CMOs and EMOs
ÁCharter management organizations (CMOs)
ÈNonprofit entities that manage multiple schools
È0ÒÏÖÉÄÅ ȰÂÁÃË ÏÆÆÉÃÅ ÆÕÎÃÔÉÏÎÓȱ ÆÏÒ ÅÃÏÎÏÍÉÅÓ ÏÆ 

scale
ÈMay also provide training, professional 

development, etc.

ÁEducation management organizations 
(EMOs)
ÈSimilar to CMOs, but for-profit entities
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