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Dear Applicant:

It is our goal that every child in Kentucky regardless of parentage or poverty, geography or location, will receive a world-class education to prepare for productive adult life, continuing education, and responsible citizenship.  To this endeavor, the University of Louisville in partnership with the Kentucky Department of Education will offer five grants utilizing intense direct instructional interventions coupled with accessible curriculum resources in an effort to improve student achievement.  Students with learning and mild mental disabilities will be targeted with a focus on the intervention areas of reading and math.  Results will help assist all Kentucky schools identify successful practices that may increase the achievement level of students with disabilities in the school setting.  These grants are targeted specifically for middle school level implementation.   
1. Problem Statement


A specific emphasis will be placed on students with Learning Disabilities (LD) and Mild Mental Disabilities (MMD). The grants examine the effectiveness of new ways students with LD or MMD can benefit from rigorous research based instructional interventions aligned to areas of academic deficit.  These intervention grants will target middle school students (grades 6th-8th) in the content areas of reading and mathematics.
2. Grant Benefits


These grants will assist schools in finding new and innovative ways to increase and sustain the achievement of students with Learning Disabilities and Mild Mental Disabilities.  Schools interested in increasing achievement among students with these types of disabilities are encouraged to apply.  There will be no cost to the schools.  Benefits include;

Instructional

Research based commercially available intervention programs (Math-Connecting Math Concepts and Reading-Corrective Reading) will be provided to all participating schools. Theses programs include teacher and student materials, assessment materials and interactive accessible software (Destination Math or Reading for Meaning).
Teacher Training

All participating teachers will receive training on the appropriate use of the intervention programs and software to be used (i.e., math or reading).

Ongoing Support

Monthly conference calls with teachers will be held to share ideas and successes.  Personal contact and discussions will be provided as needed to help teachers integrate and sustain the intervention programs.

Student Outcomes

The goal of these grants is to help students with disabilities (LD and MMD) find academic success and teachers experience implementing rigorous research based interventions appropriate for Response To Intervention models.  The specific areas of Math and Reading improvement are the primary student goals.  
3. Grant Requirements: Should my school apply?
Schools 
· Must not be a Reading First school

· Must have a desire to improve the achievement of special education students with Learning and Mild Mental Disabilities using direct and rigorous interventions.
· Ten to 15 students with Learning Disabilities or Mild Mental Disabilities in a resource setting that have IEP based reading goals or similar students with math goals are needed.
Principals

· Support grant activities and teachers involved. 
· Participate in project conference calls as needed.
· Assign two teachers to participate in the grant and a third who serves in a mentoring role.

Teachers

· Will secure parent permission for students to participate in grant.

· Implement direct intervention program daily (i.e. 30-60 minutes) throughout the year.
· Monitor daily student progress.
· Participate in project conference calls (as needed or monthly minimum).
· Participate in two days of teacher training on intervention program implementation.
QUICK START: to complete this grant application packet
· Contact your Director of Special Education and make them aware of your interest.
· Select teachers (2), one to implement the intervention program, the second to serve in a backup capacity in case the primary teacher is unable to complete the school year, and a third to serve in a mentoring role.
· Identify 10-15 students with LD or MMD (must be from grades 5-8th). 
· Select intervention programs most needed at your school (reading or math).

· Submit completed application by 5/29/08 for group one.  A second submission date will be opened if grants are still available after the 5/29/08 deadline.
An application for an award must be:  (1) hand-delivered, submitted electronically, or mailed by the submission deadline date; and, (2) have an original signature and at least one copy. Send completed applications to 
Dr. Michael Abell, College of Education and Human Development

Room 148, University of Louisville

Louisville KY, 40292

Telephone:  (502) 852-2182, FAX:  (502) 852-1419, Email:  m.abell@louisville.edu

IMPORTANT DATES

APPLICATION NOTICES SENT OUT: 

5/08/08
SUBMISSION DEADLINE:  


5/29/08
AWARD NOTIFICATIONS SENT

6/12/08
GRANTS BEGIN




8/01/08
PROJECT PERIOD:  The five grants will be funded for 12 months beginning Aug 1, 2008 till June 30, 2009.  

NUMBER OF AWARDS: 5
PAGE LIMITS:  No more than 5 single-spaced pages, 12-point font.  

ELIGIBLE APPLICANTS:  Public middle schools in Kentucky.
COST: None
SELECTION CRITERIA AND FORMAT 

All applications require a narrative description that addresses the criteria found below. This criteria will be used to evaluate applications submitted for the Reaching Proficiency Project Grant.  The maximum score for all of the criteria is 100 points.   The application narrative should include the following sections in this order:
(a) Significance (40 points)
(1) Why is this project important to your school?
(i) Explain the significance of the math or reading problem(s) your students face and how this grant will assist them.
(ii) How will your grant increase knowledge and understanding of the benefits of a direct instruction intervention program to other teachers in your school?  
(iii) Explain how resources, training and results from the grant are to be shared throughout the school or district). 
(b) Quality of the project design (35 points)
(1) Identify the major components of your project by addressing; 
(i) How your proposed project will identify, select, and gain parent permission for students who will participate in the intervention program.  
(ii) How will the proposed project establish a daily intervention period(s) by which students will be given direct instruction coupled with accessible instructional materials.  Explain how such things as schedules, classroom space, technology, etc. will be altered to accommodate your grant to achieve the upmost success.  
(c)   Quality of project personnel (25 points)
(1) Quality of the personnel.
(i) Explain the qualifications, including relevant training and experience, of key project personnel specifically targeting those teachers providing the intervention and who will serve as mentor; and

(ii) Explain the overall support that will be provided by such people as the building principal and central office staff including the Director of Special Education, Superintendent for the grant.

CONTACT INFORMATION AND SIGNATURES

	District Name
	Name of Project Director (for Award and Reporting Notifications)

	Name of School
	Mailing address 



	School Mailing address
	City, state, Zip





	City, State & Zip Code
	Email address





	Phone number


	Phone number 




	Fax number


	Fax number






SIGNATURES PAGE
Required Signatures
1. Building Principal
  
__________________

2. Intervention Teacher(s)
__________________
3. Mentor Teacher
  
__________________
Recommended Signatures

· Superintendent

 
__________________
· Director of Special Education 
__________________

