THIS IS A DECISION PAPER.


Date:
July 13, 2005

To:
Members of the Hardin County Board of Education

From:
Richard Hughes, Ed.D, Superintendent
Subject:
Stipend for School Psychologists that provide mentoring for School Psychologist interns

Issue:

Any School Psychologist intern that is employed by the district must complete a full year of internship before they can receive a standard certification.  There is a requirement that interns must have supervision from a qualified School Psychologist (3 years experience as a School Psychologist not including their internship year).  At present, the Hardin County Schools does not compensate School Psychologists for serving as intern supervisors for intern School Psychologists.  The requirements are similar to if not exceed those required of KTIP resource teachers.  The Hardin County Schools employs six (6) School Psychologists and often hires interns when there is turnover.  The demands on the other School Psychologists are multiplied when they must carry heavy caseloads and also supervise an intern School Psychologist. 

Facts:

1.  KTIP resource teachers are paid a stipend to serve intern teachers.  At present this stipend is $1,400.  

2.  The requirements of the supervising School Psychologist are similar to those of KTIP resource teachers (i.e., approximately 70 hours of time during and outside of work time must be spent in providing assistance and support to the interns).

3.  Motivation to serve as a supervising School Psychologist is made difficult when the system accommodates similarly situated positions for similar responsibilities (i.e., KTIP resource teacher stipend).

Recommendation:

It is recommended that the board fund a stipend for supervising School Psychologists at the same rate as KTIP resource teachers (currently $1,400 per intern) at such time as they are called on to work with School Psychologist interns.  
Recommended motion:

I move that the board fund a stipend for supervising School Psychologists at the same rate as KTIP resource teachers (currently $1,400 per intern) at such time as they are called on to work with School Psychologist interns.  
