This is a decision paper

TO:

HARDIN COUNTY BOARD OF EDUCATION

FROM:

Nannette Johnston, superintendent
DATE:

may, 2008
SUBJECT:
2008-09 MEAL PRICES

ISSUE:



Each year meal prices must be set and approved by the local board of education.

FACTS:
Full-price meals in Hardin County Schools are $1.85 ($2.25 super value) lunch and $1.25 breakfast at all schools. With these prices and help from our catering and ala carte programs we have been operating in the black this year.  Our food prices have increased, however 12% this year and milk has increased 10%.  Our current cost to produce a meal to date this year is $2.60 and was $2.61 last year. 

Recent meetings involving USDA agricultural economists have painted an extremely bleak picture for several years to follow.  We’re expecting, at a minimum, a 30% increase in milk prices and a 10% increase in food prices equaling over $400,000.  Opening Heartland with no additional income will cost another $100,000 over what we’re currently spending. In addition, we’ve been hit hard, like the board, with salary increases that now compose over 50% of our budget.  

After working on our budget for next year and meeting with Mr. Milby, we feel that by increasing meal prices, which is being done nationwide, and adjusting labor at most schools to meet recommended meals per labor hour, we could and should still offer the breakfast program for elementary schools and RMS.  This is a great service to our students touching many households and I’ve heard concern from teachers and parents over the possibility of loosing this program.  We’ve even found that when these meals are offered to the elementary students that breakfast participation has increased at both the middle and high school levels.

In light of this information, we feel we need to increase lunch prices for the upcoming year.  Breakfast prices would remain the same as the current year.

RECOMMENDATION:
Hardin County Child Nutrition Program would like to recommend that meal prices be as follows:

	Lunch:



Full price student:
$2.00

Super Value Lunch        $2.25


*Reduced price student:
$0.40


Adult meal prices:
$2.90
	Breakfast:


Full price student:
$1.25


*Reduced price student:
$0.30


Adult meal prices:
$1.75


*Maximum allowed by federal law.

RECOMMENDED MOTION:

I move that the Hardin County Board of Education approve meal prices for the 2008-09 school year be set to: student breakfast $1.25 (middle and high); adult breakfasts $1.75; lunches $2.00 all levels ($2.25 for extra-value meals at high school); adult lunches $2.90.

