Decision Paper

To:  Nelson County Board of Education

From:  Tom Dekle, District Grant Writer

CC:  Dr. Janice O. Lantz, Superintendent

Subject: Grant for School based student drug testing program

Date: Mar. 18, 2008
Issue: The Nelson County School District has a Student Drug Testing program, which began as a pilot project in 2003-04 school year. The program received continued funding throughout the project period, which continued until last year. Federal funds have been made available for similar programs and to expand programs already in place, such as the one here. The average award is expected to be $150,000 and 85 such awards are expected nationwide. The district has found student drug testing to be beneficial as an effective deterrent to drug usage and wishes to expand this voluntary program to include those not already eligible for participation. The purpose of the grants is to fund programs for student athletes, students engaged in competitive extracurricular activities, and students, who along with their parent or guardian, provide written consent to volunteer to be drug tested.

Recommendation:  Approval for the requested application to the U.S. Department of Education through the Office of Safe and Drug-Free Schools to expand the student drug testing program in place in the Nelson County Schools. 

Motion:  Motion by __________ and second by _______ to approve the application to Department of Education for a grant to help fund the student drug testing program.

