THIS IS A “REQUEST FOR ORDER” PAPER

TO:

Members of the Hardin County Board of Education

FROM:
Nannette Johnston, Superintendent for Hardin County Schools

DATE:
February 14, 2008

SUBJECT: 
Disaster Days

DISCUSSION:

On February 6, 2008, Hardin County Schools were closed because of storm and tornado damage and Central Hardin was closed February 7, 2008 because of tornado damage.  Disaster Days may be applied for, under Applicable Statutes and Regulations:

KRS 158.060(2)
School month and school day; duty-free lunch period; non

 


teaching time for teachers.

KRS 158.070(4)(e)
School term; holidays and days closed; continuing education




for certain students.

702 KAR 7:125 (4) and (5)




Pupil Attendance

A request for a disaster day for a particular school or schools within a district must be submitted to the Commissioner of Education for consideration.  The request should include the school name, description of emergency requiring the closing of the school, description of all efforts made to provide instruction for the students in a temporary setting and a copy of the local board order supporting the request.

I would like for the Hardin County Board of Education to approve the order to request “Disaster Days” for two events.  The first request will ask that the Commissioner of Education approve a “Disaster Day” for the entire district on February 6, 2008, based on storm damage and electrical outages prevalent throughout Hardin County.  The second request will be to approve “Disaster Days” for Central Hardin High School that was closed on February 7, 2008 because of damage to the building.

In the past, districts have been able to use “banked time” to ease situations because of inclement weather days.  A district had to show that students receive the equivalent of 1050 hours of instruction.  When legislators passed the bill adding “two instruction” days to the calendar, KDE interpreted the law to say that not only did districts have to meet the 1062 hours of instruction; they must also attend school for 177 days.  HCS will request that the Commissioner of Education approve both requests, based on the fact that HCS has enough time built into it’s “regular day of instruction” to meet the “equivalency of 1062” hours as defined in House Bill 380.  Each school must have a master bell schedule calculating instruction time and all schools have at least 365 minutes or more of instruction time.  Based on those numbers, 365 x 175 days (minus the day the entire district was closed and the day CHHS was closed), students will receive 1064 hours of instruction. 

RECOMMENDATION:

I recommend that the Hardin County Board of Education approve the order in allowing HCS to request “Disaster Days” from the Commissioner of Education for the closing of district schools on February 6 and for closing Central Hardin High School on February 7, 2008.

RECOMMENDED MOTION:

I move that the Hardin County Board of Education approve the order in allowing HCS to request “Disaster Days” from the Commissioner of Education for the closing of district schools on February 6, 2008 and for closing Central Hardin High School on February 7, 2008.

