Superintendent’s Report

November 23rd, 2015
I. Financial Audit
Audit information was delivered last week at the conclusion of the exit interview held on Monday the 16th with Vicki, Gilbert, Sandy, Bart, and I in attendance.  It was believed that Gilbert wouldn’t be available for the BOE Meeting Monday the 23rd, but a recent turn of events will provide him an opportunity to be present to provide a summary statement to the entire BOE while being available to answer further questions.
        II.      Out-of-district meetings
October 28th; OVEC - Shelbyville

October 30th; FFA Nationals - Louisville 
November 18th; OVEC – Simpsonville
November 19th; KASA Governance Committee – Frankfort

III. Principal’s Meeting Agenda
*See Attached
IV. Program Director’s Meeting
*See Attached
V. Advisory Council Agenda
*N/A
        VI.      Distinguished Student Celebration 
What began 9 years ago as a Sunday afternoon recognition ceremony has evolved into one of our larger student celebrations of the year as the number of distinguished students in Spencer County Schools continues to multiply after each testing cycle.  Yet another opportunity to showcase our most deserving students to the public, this celebration is tentatively set for December 7th for SCMS and SCHS students, and December 8th for TES and SCES students at 6:00 each night.
         VII.    K-Prep Reclassification
Due to a positive change during the Quality Control phase of the achievement data, when you open the School Report Card on the KDE website, you will now see that SCHS is listed as “Proficient/Progressing” and the district is listed as not only “Distinguished,” but “Distinguished/High Progress District.”
         VIII.   Christmas Dinner

As we begin to look forward to the Christmas Holiday once again, begin looking at your calendars for a night next month for our annual Christmas Dinner.  A peaceful evening of rest, relaxation, good food and great company as Sondra and I invite you and your spouse to dinner.  Open to suggestions regarding location as well if someone has a specific preference! 
         IX.    Work Ready Community Initiative
The Chamber of Commerce Luncheon held on Thursday the 12th spotlighted the WRC initiative, and through the combined efforts of the community, committee, and schools, Spencer County is no longer a county labeled as “unengaged.”  As the formal application is yet to be submitted, strategies to fulfill the various requirements are in progress in an effort to enhance economic development in Spencer County.
          X.      Calendar Committee

The time is upon us to once again begin the planning of the 2016-2017 school year.  Attached is policies and statutes addressing school calendars and although a pre-filed bill for the spring General Assembly dictating the beginning of the school year, standing policy will dictate our early work.  As in prior years, we will try to meet once before Christmas to provide the charge of the committee, provide a “roll-over” draft calendar, and disseminate policy and statute to the committee so we have a beginning point of reference.  A Board member is also required to be on the committee.

          XI.    Home School Participation

After lengthy questions and follow-up by more than 20 Superintendents throughout the state who have addressed this topic, I can’t recommend that we open extra-curricular activities up to anyone other than students currently enrolled in Spencer County Public Schools.  Most cited legal opinions of a liability waiver of sorts as “not being worth the paper it is written on,” which is the same rationale that is used to disallow parents from riding the bus to chaperone field trips.  Insurance will not cover, and knowing that would make a “waiver” virtually worthless.  Further, as we consider the Edgenuity platform to extend into the community as a way to win back additional homeschool students by utilizing this curriculum, I have found that even public school students via software programs such as this have already been ruled ineligible for athletic participation by the KHSAA.  

         XII.    December BOE Meeting

Begin looking at the Monday before Christmas (December 21st) as the date for our next BOE Meeting originally scheduled for the 28th.  This will need to be a ‘Special-Called’ Meeting per rules of the Open Meetings Law, therefore, the format of the agenda will be somewhat different, however, business will be conducted as usual.

