Morningside Elementary School
SBDM Minutes

September 21, 2015

Meeting was called to order at 3:31 pm.

Members present were:  Kasey Bratcher, Karla Buckingham, Shawn Sizemore, Stacie Stroop, Misti Craig, Candace Payne, Laura Beth Hayes and Phoenix Peeler. Guest in attendance was Deanna Downs.

Council reviewed the August 17th, 2015 minutes and current agenda.  Shawn Sizemore made the motion to accept the minutes and current Agenda.  Stacie Stroop seconded the motion.  All were in consensus.

Public Comment:  None.

Karla Buckingham shared her principal’s report with council members which included the following:

a.  Current enrollment:  493 students.

b. Updates:  

*Students recently completed 2 weeks of Scantron testing.  There were minor issues with scheduling classes and students finishing within their slotted times, but overall the testing went well.

*First round of RTI meetings were held on September 10th with data being used to place qualifying students with Reading and Math coaches as well as allowing classroom teachers to place students in Intervention/Enrichment block groups.  Block groups began on Sept. 14.

*Homecoming on Sept. 18th was well attended.  There were questions raised as to how students were chosen to participate in the parade.  Mrs. Buckingham suggests that next year MES students use a trailer or vehicle to ride on/in, rather than walking the whole parade route.  Mrs. Buckingham also informed the council that the PTO had to pay $75 to rent the bleachers ($25 per bleacher for 3 bleachers) for placement on the front lawn for use during the homecoming parade.

*Friends Club has started.  This is a collaboration between 5th graders and students in Mrs. Daniel’s class.

*Council was informed that Laura Beth Hayes is Morningside Elementary ExCEL nominee for this year.


c.  Upcoming Events:

*Fall Festival is on Thursday, September 24th from 5-8 pm.  Faculty is being requested to be stationed at games for the duration of the festival, along with BETA club members.  There will also be some changes to booth/game placements for this year’s festival.

Karla Buckingham went over budget reports: the general ledger report, Section 6 budget and District Activity Funds/swept accounts.  A few specific purchases from the District Activity Funds/swept account that was brought to SBDM council’s attention were: 

Digital clocks purchased and placed throughout the building; and

Lexia computer reading program 1 year license was purchased for school-wide use.

Questions were asked as to how both Lexia and MobyMax were being used at school by students and those teachers who were requiring the programs to be a part of homework assignments. Council members expressed concerns about making allowances for those students who do not have computer access at home.  Mrs. Buckingham informed council that it was her understanding that students without computer access were supposed to be permitted to complete those required computer (Lexia and MobyMax) homework assignments either before school, at the end of the day (prior to 3rd bell), or whenever they had free time.

Council members questioned Mrs. Buckingham as to whether or not we were still suppose to make decisions for the utilization of  the approximate $13,000 monies in the activity fund that was noted in the August SBDM minutes that could be spent on MES students. A suggestion was made that that a portion of the funds be used to give our students opportunities to view plays and other types of theatrical performances.  There was concern expressed that some of these opportunities were going to be diminished due to the change in the 4 day rotation of the Specials schedule.  Upon further discussion, it was determined that 1st grade students will still put on a play this year and Mrs. Laura Beth Hayes has agreed to establish a drama club for students in 3rd, 4th, and 5th grades to give them experience with putting on a performance.

Mrs. Buckingham is in the process of reading over the 36 applications she has received for the Computer Lab position.  She is of the opinion that many of the applicants are interested in a regular Instructional Assistant position, and not the technology, skills-oriented position that MES is currently trying to fill.  She hopes to begin interviews by either the end of this week, or the beginning of next week.  Mrs. Buckingham hopes to have the position filled in time to allow the new hire a couple of days shadowing Mrs. Slone.

Committee Minutes were shared with Council members.  In particular, Parent Involvement committee set Trick-or-Treat night at Morningside for Thursday, October 29th, from 6-7 pm.  Parent Involvement will work in conjunction PTO on this family night, with PTO providing the treats to be passed out.  Also, food trucks will be available and set up to sell food, with a portion of the proceeds to benefit MES PTO.

(*Mrs. Buckingham will ask faculty about having their classroom Halloween parties on this same date.*)

Parent Request Policy Review:  Council members went through and suggested revisions to the policy for the process of student placement.  SBDM members have presented ideas to Mrs. Buckingham and have tasked her with the charge of drafting a new form for parents that will allow them to provide input and feedback with regard to their child’s placement in a classroom at Morningside.  Discussion on this policy will continue at the October 19th meeting.

By-Laws Review:  Council members went through the Site Based Council By-Laws page by page and looked at the edits suggested by Mrs. Buckingham.  Shawn Sizemore made a motion to accept and approve the edits to the By-Laws as presented.  Kasey Bratcher seconded the motion.  All were in consensus.

Closing Business:

a. Other business: None

b. October Agenda: Computer lab staffing

          New By-Laws

          Parent Request form draft

c. Next Meeting: October 19, 2015 at 3:30 in MES library

d. Adjournment:  Kasey Bratcher made the motion to adjourn at 5:01 pm.  Laura Beth Hayes seconded the motion.  All were in consensus.
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