Decision Paper

To: Nelson County Board Of Education

From:  Tom Dekle, District Grant Writer 

CC:  Dr. Janice O. Lantz, Superintendent

Subject: Grant for Agriculture Department/Nelson County High School

Date: Dec. 18, 2007

Issue: Matthew Simpson, an instructor in the Agriculture Department at Nelson County High School, would like to seek a Toyota TAPESTRY Grant for $9,848 to offer an agriculture mechanics course for females.  The Toyota TAPESTRY grants for science teachers are designed to recognize and encourage outstanding educators by awarding grants for innovative science classroom projects. The TAPESTRY program operates through a partnership between Toyota Motor Sales, U.S.A. Inc. and the National Science Teachers Association. The application deadline is January 28, 2008. As an integrated science, agriculture includes aspects of many other courses of study, including chemistry, physics, biology, mathematics and geometry. The Women in Agriculture project planned by Simpson is designed to expose students to many different areas involved in agriculture mechanics to stimulate interest in science among females through hands-on learning experience that showcases sciences and mathematics in a non-threatening setting. The first unit of study will focus on basic electrical principals. The second unit will focus on land surveying. The third unit will explore hand tools and their uses. The final unit will be in the area of agricultural power systems. The primary goal is to empower young women. 

Recommendation:  Approval for the requested application by the Agriculture Department/Nelson County High School for a Toyota TAPESTRY grant.

Motion:  Motion by __________ and second by _______ to approve the application by Matthew Simpson for a Toyota TAPESTRY grant to develop an agriculture mechanics course as part of a Women in Agriculture program.

