Decision Paper

To: Nelson County Board of Education

From:  Tom Dekle, District Grant Writer 

CC:  Dr. Janice O. Lantz, Superintendent

Subject: Grant for Boston School

Date: Dec. 18, 2007
Issue: Boston School is seeking $10,000 in grant funding through the Goody’s Good Deeds grant program of Goody’s Family Clothing Stores. This grant would make it possible to purchase Leapster Portable Technology Centers and related expansion software for each primary classroom. Group Reading Assessment and Diagnostic Evaluation (GRADE) and Think Link data indicates that many Boston primary students continue to perform low on basic skills subtests and phoneme/grapheme correspondence and number operations. The Leapster units are small portable hand-held devices appropriate for a young age group that provide the ability to track learning data on children using the system. The units have also been found to be motivating for primary age students and are familiar to the Boston faculty. These portable centers are much like hand held video games except they reteach the basic skills which students need to practice.  The technology centers are portable and would be used during classroom center instruction, bus duty and in the Extended School Services (ESS) program. Each game controller is capable of storing and tracking relevant data on five students.

The application is to include a video in which as many as 286 Boston students will appear, singing a song, written by Nancy Barker, about Leapster Learning and Goody’s Good Deeds. Appropriate media releases and necessary parental permission will be sought and acquired for all children appearing in the video, prior to entry. The application deadline is 12/31/07.

Recommendation:  Approval for the requested application to the Goody’s Good Deeds grants program.

Motion:  Motion by __________ and second by _______ to approve the application to Goody’s Good Deeds grants program for the purchase of Leapster Portable Technology Centers K-2. 

