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Bidding

Authority

Bidding procedures shall conform to the Model Procurement Code, KRS 45A.345 – KRS 45A.460.1 All contracts or purchases shall be awarded by competitive sealed bidding or competitive negotiation, both of which may include the use of a reverse auction, except as otherwise provided by law.2
All purchases of Kentucky Education Technology System (KETS) components shall adhere to KETS architectural standards and procedures.

The District may purchase supplies and/or equipment outside an established price contract of the federal government (GSA), the State Division of Purchases, a cooperative agency bid approved by the Board, or a District bid if:

1. The supplies and/or equipment meet the specifications of contracts awarded by the Division of Purchases, a federal agency (GSA), a cooperative agency, or a District bid;

2. The supplies and/or equipment are available for purchase at a lower price;

3. The purchase does not exceed $2,500; and

4. The District’s finance or purchasing officer has certified compliance with the first and second requirements.

Prior to purchase of education technology components defined in the master technology plan, the Department of Education must certify that the items to be purchased meet or exceed the specifications of components of the original equipment of manufacturers currently holding Kentucky price contracts.4
Ethical Standards

To avoid conflicts that may arise during the decision-making process for procurement of services and products for the District, employees shall adhere to the ethical standards set out in KRS 45A.455.
Preference for Resident Bidders
For all contracts funded in whole or in part by the District, the Board shall apply the reciprocal preference for resident bidders required by law. Geographical preferences relating to school nutrition service purchases may be utilized only as permitted by applicable federal law.3
Exemptions

Federal regulatory requirements do not provide a bidding exception for purchase of perishables using school nutrition service funds. Such purchases must follow applicable federal regulations.7
Price Reductions

Price reductions may be accepted on supplies and/or equipment being offered by the vendor with whom a price agreement has been made if the supplies and/or equipment meet all terms and conditions specified in the price agreement except for price and if the price reduction is offered to all participants in the price agreement. Price reductions may be accepted even if the reduced price requires the purchase of a specified quantity of units different from the quantity stated in the original price agreement.
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Small Purchases

District small purchase procedures may be used for any contract in which the aggregate amount does not exceed $20,000.00.5

Background Check for Contractors

The Superintendent may require that a contractor submit, at no expense to the District, to a national and state criminal history background check by the Kentucky State Police and the Federal Bureau of Investigation in keeping with KRS 160.380. This provision may become part of the contractual obligation of the contractor and may be reflected in the bid specifications, or, if the contract is not subject to bid requirements, in the negotiations with the contractor.
“Contractor” shall refer to any adult who is permitted access to school grounds pursuant to a current or prospective contractual agreement with the school, school board, school district, or school-affiliated entity, at times when students are present. The term “contractor” includes an employee of a contractor.6
References:

1KRS 45A.343

2KRS 45A.070; KRS 160.290; KRS 45A.380
3KRS 160.303; 200 KAR 5:400; KRS 45A.494

4KRS 156.076

5KRS 45A.385

6KRS 160.380

77 C.F.R. 210.21 and 7 C.F.R. 3016.36
 OAG 79‑501; OAG 82‑170; OAG 82‑407

 KRS 45A.345; KRS 45A.360; KRS 45A.365; KRS 45A.370

 KRS 45A.420; KRS 45A.445; KRS 45A.455; KRS 45A.460; KRS 45A.620

 Kentucky Educational Technology Systems (KETS)
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05.6; 06.4; 07.13
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