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With the recent release of the 2014 State Testing Results under the Unbridled Learning Accountability Model, Hardin County Schools as a district has earned the label “proficient” for the second year in a row, with an overall score of 69.8.  This score pits the Hardin County School District in the 83rd percentile statewide, or in the top 17% of all school districts in the state.  At the school level, one of our schools has earned the prestigious “School of Distinction” label (Central Hardin High School), and two of our elementary schools have earned the label “High Progress School” (Rineyville Elementary and Vine Grove Elementary).  In addition, four of our schools have earned the label “Distinguished” (Central Hardin High School, John Hardin High School, Rineyville Elementary, and Vine Grove Elementary), and seven of our schools have earned the label “Proficient” (Creekside Elementary School, G. C. Burkhead Elementary School, Heartland Elementary School, Lincoln Trail Elementary School, East Hardin Middle School, West Hardin Middle School, and North Hardin High School).  The district made significant growth across the board in nearly all measurable factors and categories reported by the Kentucky Department of Education.
As part of the new Superintendent Evaluation System, the test scores and data reported by KDE must be incorporated into each superintendent’s evaluation to be conducted by the local board of education.  The specific data for inclusion includes district targets established in the ASSIST module, including the following:

	Superintendent Evaluation Data 2013
	2013 District Data
	2014 Target
	2014 District Data
	Met Target?
	District Growth in Category?
	2014 State Data
	Points Above State Score

	Increase the average combined reading and math K-Prep scores for elementary students
	47.1
	57.4
	53.1
	N
	Y
	52.0
	1.1

	Increase the average combined reading and math K-Prep scores for middle students
	48.2
	56.6
	48.5
	N
	Y
	49.0
	-.5

	Increase the average combined reading and math EOC scores for high schools
	46.7
	53.0
	61.0
	Y
	Y
	46.7
	14.3

	Increase the cohort graduation rate
	88.7
	89.7
	90.4
	Y
	Y
	87.4
	3.0

	Increase the percentage of students who graduate college and career ready
	54.3
	58.6
	64.4
	Y
	Y
	62.3
	2.1

	Increase the average combined reading and math proficiency ratings for all students in the non-duplicated gap group
	E—37.4
	49.8
	43.1
	N
	Y
	42.1
	1.0

	
	M—37.6
	48.9
	38.7
	N
	Y
	37.6
	1.1

	
	H—35.8
	43.4
	50.4
	Y
	Y
	34.7
	15.7


The above data shows a great deal of growth by the Hardin County Schools over the past year.  The district grew in every measurable area.  We are very proud of the efforts put forth by our staff and students that led to these outstanding scores.
While the reading and math scores grew and exceeded the state scores in every grade level and in the non-duplicated gap group across grade levels, and met the state targets in the area of high school reading and math, the growth was not enough to meet the aggressive targets for 2014 set by the state for elementary and middle school.  We will continue to focus on the three SMART goals that incorporate culture, instructional strategies, and assessment practices as a means of growing and reaching our accountability targets in the future. 
