THIS IS A DECISION PAPER
TO:

Members of the Hardin County Board of Education

FROM:

Nannette Johnston, Superintendent

DATE: 

September 23, 2014
TOPIC:

School calendar for 2015-16
DISCUSSION:

A calendar was created and reviewed by the principals at the Administrative Leadership Meeting (ALM) in August.  The principals were sent the calendar electronically and asked to forward to all their staff, both classified and certified, for review.  The principals were asked that if any employee had a suggested change to the calendar to please contact Bobby Lewis and he would consider all suggestions.  The calendar was forwarded to Bill Woolridge so he could review the calendar with HCEA members.  Ms. Johnston has reviewed the calendar with members of the Classified/Certified Advisory councils and other organizations within the district.   

The calendar proposed for 2015-16 meets all requirements by KDE, having 173 days of instruction for all students meeting the 1062 hours of instruction mandated by KRS 158.070.  The calendar is for 187 days, addressing 4 PD, 4 PL, 4 holidays, an Opening and Closing day, and includes FDEA day in November and Election days in November and May.  PL days, at the suggestion of HCEA, will not be utilized for “inclement weather make up days” and will be set aside for “teacher planning and professional development”.  The first day of school will fall on the Wednesday of the first full week in August (8/5/14), Fall Break will fall on the first full week in October (10/5-9), and Spring Break, in consideration of KEA conference, will fall on April (4/4-8), 2015.  “Make-up” days, listed at the bottom of the calendar, meet KDE guidelines concerning “make-up” time should the district need to add days to the calendar because of school closings due to inclement weather or other events.  With the new calendar law, the district may end classroom instruction once the district meets the 170 day, 1062 hour threshold.  Teachers and staff would still need to complete their contract of 187 days.
RECOMMENDATION:

I recommend that the Members of the Hardin County Board of Education approve the proposed calendar for 2015-16.

RECOMMENDED MOTION:

I move that the Members of the Hardin County Board of Education approve the proposed calendar for 2015-16.

