THIS IS AN DECISION PAPER 
TO:

HARDIN COUNTY BOARD OF EDUCATION MEMBERS

FROM:
Nannette Johnston
DATE:
October 15, 2013 
SUBJECT:
Contribution toward the adequacy funding study sponsored by the Kentucky Education Action Team and the Council for Better Education.   
ISSUE

The number 1 priority need for public schools in Kentucky is adequate funding.  Districts cannot continue to meet the expectations in Senate Bill 1 and sustain the level of progress with the continued funding decline.  The Hardin County School District and districts across the Commonwealth of Kentucky have made significant cuts to their budgets and personnel, compelling school boards to increase property taxes in order that the district can continue meet the mandates of state and federal law and ensure that students graduate college and career ready.  
FACTS

The number 1 priority for all public schools in the state of Kentucky is adequate funding.  Kentucky superintendents, along with education organizations (the Kentucky Association of School Administrators, Kentucky School Board Association, Kentucky Education Association, the Parent Teacher Association, the Kentucky Retired Teachers Association, the Prichard Committee, State Cooperatives and the Council for Better Education) are partnering to lobby for a return of school funding to the 2009 levels.  To support this critical need, we are seeking a study on funding adequacy, an independent verification based on scientific measurement, to verify the ramifications of this fact.  School districts are severely underfunded and must receive adequate funding to ensure all students graduate college and career ready. To cover the cost of the study, school districts, along with the professional organizations, are making voluntary contributions.  Each district is asked to consider contributing 25 cents multiplied by the district ADA.  The Hardin County Schools’ contribution would be $3270.00.     
Recommended Motion:

I recommend that the Hardin County Board of Education approve the contribution of $3270.00 to support the funding adequacy study.   
Motion: 

I move that the Hardin County Board of Education approve the contribution of $3270.00 to support the funding adequacy study.    .   

