THIS IS AN DECISION PAPER
TO:

HARDIN COUNTY BOARD OF EDUCATION MEMBERS

FROM:
Nannette Johnston
DATE:
October 15, 2013 
SUBJECT:
Resolution challenging the members of the Kentucky State House of Representatives and Kentucky State Senate to take the necessary action to fully fund the mandates of Unbridled Learning that supports a superior Kentucky public education system
ISSUE

The Hardin County School District and districts across the Commonwealth of Kentucky have made significant cuts to their budgets and personnel, compelling school boards to increase property taxes in order that the district can continue meet the mandates of state and federal law and ensure that students graduate college and career ready.  
FACTS
Kentucky has made significant gains in education evidenced by the statewide increases in graduation and college/career readiness rates.  In the most recent state accountability report on education, 54% of Kentucky high school students graduated college or career ready in 2013 (up from about 30% just a few years ago).  Kentucky also posted a graduation rate of 86%, which is well above the national average.  In the Hardin County School District, our high schools continue to show steady growth in college and career readiness and graduation rate.  All 3 high schools have a graduation rate of over 90%.  Further evidence of progress is found in the annual Quality Counts report by Education Week, which ranks Kentucky in the Top 10 nationally in education.  However, Kentucky received an F for educational funding.

One of our chief challenges in increasing the number of students that are college and career ready and increasing our graduation rate to 100% is the erosion of state and federal funding that has occurred over the past 6 years.  Operating costs continue to increase, unfunded mandates continue to increase but education funding continues to decrease.  The funding reductions are threatening our ability to sustain this progress and are forcing our local community to increase their financial support through tax increases.  We need our state legislators to take action now and fully fund the mandates of Unbridled Learning to ensure that Kentucky’s public education can offer students the path to college and career readiness.   
Recommended Motion:

I recommend that the Hardin County Board of Education approve the attached resolution challenging the members of the Kentucky State House of Representatives and Kentucky State Senate to take the necessary action to fully fund the mandates of Unbridled Learning that supports a superior Kentucky public education system.  
Motion: 

I move that the Hardin County Board of Education approve the attached resolution challenging the members of the Kentucky State House of Representatives and Kentucky State Senate to take the necessary action to fully fund the mandates of Unbridled Learning that supports a superior Kentucky public education system.  
